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In this May 5, 2005 file photo taxicabs speed down Broadway nearthe inteisection of Seventh Avenue and 42nd street in New Yoik'sTimes Square. 

Associated Press 


By TOM HAYS 
MIC HA EL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A New 


York City college student 
accused of plotting a 
terrorist attack on Times 
Square spent months try¬ 


ing to stockpile guns and 
grenades, heaped praise 
on the Islamic State group 
and Osama bin Laden, 


and feared being known 
asthe "LooneyTunesTerror- 
ist" if his glasses fell off and 
he couldn't shoot straight, 


federal prosecutors said Fri¬ 
day. 
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1 was wrong 1 : Officerwho shotdllcallergetsl^/tyeais 



Former Minneapolis police officer Mohamed Noorieadsa statement Friday, J une 7,2019, in Min¬ 
neapolis, before being sentenced by J udge Kathryn Quairrtance in the fatal shooting of J ustine 
Ruszczyk Damond. 

Associated Press 


By STEVE KARNOWSK1 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — A 

former Minneapolis police 
officerwho shot and killed 
an unarmed woman who 
had called 911 said Friday 
he "knew in an instant that 
I was wrong" and apolo¬ 
gized to her family, just 
moments before a judge 
brushed off a defense re¬ 
quest for leniency and or¬ 
dered him to prison for 12 V 2 
years. 

Ihe stiff sentence for Mo- 
hamed Noor capped 
a case that had been 
fraught by race from the 
start. Noor, a Somali Ameri¬ 
can, shot J ustine Ruszczyk 
Damond , a white, upper- 
middle-class dual citizen 
of the U.S. and Australia, 
when she approached his 
squad car in the alley be¬ 
hind her home in J uly 2017. 
Noor, 33, testified at trial 
that a loud bang on the 
squad car startled him 
and his partner and that 
he fired to protect his part¬ 
ner's life. But prosecutors 
criticized Noor for shooting 
without seeing a weapon 
or Damond's hands, and 
in April, a jury convicted 


him of third-degree murder 
and second-degree man¬ 
slaughter. 

Some people in Minneapo¬ 
lis' large Somali commu¬ 
nity and the larger black 
community argued the 
case was handled differ¬ 
ently from police shoot¬ 
ings across the country 
in which the victims were 


blackand the officerswere 
white. And Noohs convic¬ 
tion came after J eronimo 
Yanez, a Latino officer, was 
cleared of manslaughter 
in the 2016 death of black 
motorist Philando Castile in 
a nearby suburb. 

Ahmed Nur carried a sign 
at the courthouse that 
had the words "Black, Mus¬ 
lim, Immigrant and Guilty" 
with boxes checked next 
to each word. He said he 
doubted a white officer 
would have been treated 
the same in Noo^ssituation. 
'There will be many cases 
after this where a white of¬ 
ficer kills a black kid. It will 
happen," Nur said. 'Then 
what are you gonna do? 
Because now we set a 
precedent saying if you 
kill someone, you will be 
prosecuted. You will go to 
jail. Are you going to do 
the same things for those 
cops?" 

Friday's sentencing was 
marked by emotional 
statements from Noor, Da¬ 
mond's fiance and his son, 
and her family in Australia, 
who said they continue to 
struggle with the loss of a 
kind and generous person 
who had filled their lives 
with joy and laughter. Da¬ 
mond was a 40-year-old life 
coach who wasdue to be 
married a month after her 
death. 

Noor, his voice breaking 
several times as he spoke 
publicly a bout the shooting 


forthe first time, apologized 
repeatedly to Damond 
and her family for 'taking 
the life of such a perfect 
person." 

"I have lived with this and 
I'll continue to live with this," 
Noor said. "I caused this 
tragedy and it is my bur¬ 
den. I wish though that I 
could relieve that burden 
others feel from the loss 
that I caused. I cannot, 
and that is a troubling real¬ 
ity forme." 

Noor said he was horrified 
to see Damond's body on 
the ground. 

'The depth of my error 
has only increased from 
that moment on," he said. 
"Working to save her life 
and watching her slip away 
is a feeling I can't explain. I 
can say it leaves me sad, 
it leaves me numb, and a 
feeling of incredibly lonely. 
But none of that, none of 
those words, capture what 
it truly feels like." 

Noo^s attorneys had ar¬ 
gued for a sentence as 
light as probation, but 
Judge Kathryn Quaintance 
swept that aside fora term 
identical to state sentenc¬ 
ing guidelines. 

'The act may have been 
based on a miscalculation, 
but it was an intentional 
act," Quaintance said. 
'Good people sometimes 
do bad things." 

It's rare for police officers 
to be charged for on- 
duty shootings, let alone 


convicted. Philip Stinson, 
a criminal justice profes¬ 
sor at Bowling Green State 
University in Ohio, who has 
tracked the arrests from on- 
duty police shootings from 
2005-2019, said only three 
other officers have been 
convicted of murderin that 
period, with an average 
sentence almost identical 
to Noo^s. 

Nineteen other officers 
convicted of manslaughter 
in that period had an aver¬ 
age sentence of six years 
and two months, he said. 
Noor is the only Minnesota 
officer to be convicted in 
an on-duty shooting in re¬ 
cent history. 

Tom Plunkett, Noo^s at¬ 
torney, had asked Quain¬ 
tance for a sentence as 
lenient as probation. He 
described Noohs desire to 
become a police officer 
in part to repay a debt he 
felt to the country thattook 
him in long ago as a refu¬ 
gee. 

"I have never stood up at 
sentencing with anyone my 
entire career that's done 
more or worked harder to 
be a good person, to eam 
the gifts he's been given," 
Plunkett said. "That's who 
Mohamed Nooris." 

But prosecutor Amy Sweasy 
called forthe recommend¬ 
ed 12V2 years. She noted 
that Damond had called 
911 seeking help. 

"And it was the defendant's 
responsibility when he en¬ 
countered her in that alley 
to investigate and appre¬ 
ciate and discern that be¬ 
fore he pulled the trigger," 
she said. 'That was his re¬ 
sponsibility, and his failure 
to do that is what resulted 
in the criminal act." 

J ustine'sfather, J ohn Ruszc¬ 
zyk, in a statement read in 
court, asked forthe maxi¬ 
mum sentence and called 
her killing "an obscene act 
by an agent of the state." 
Don Damond, Justine Da¬ 
mond's fiance, said in court 
Friday that every time he 
sees the alley where she 
walked barefoot and in her 
pajamas toward the police 
car he relives the moment. 
"In my mind I beg you to turn 
around," he said, speaking 
ofa "lost future" of decades 
filled with "love, family, joy 
and laughter."Q 
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Ashiqul Alam was arrested 
"Thursday after arranging 
through an undercover 
agentto buya pairofsemi- 
automatic pistols with oblit¬ 
erated serial numbers, pros¬ 
ecutors said. Police Com- 
missionerj amesO'Neill said 
that development was "a 
clear indicator of (Alam's) 
intent to move his plot for¬ 
ward." 

Despite the grave allega¬ 
tions, the 22-year-old Alam 
is charged only with offens¬ 
es related to the gun trans¬ 
action. Alam, wearing blue 
jeans and a purple T-shirt, 
did not enter a plea at an 
initial appearance Friday in 
federal court in Brooklyn. 
Defense attorney James 
Da mow argued that his cli¬ 
ent should be released 
on a $200,000 bond since 
his client has a solid back¬ 
ground and the charges 
he's facing so far don't in¬ 
clude terrorism. 

Ihe defendant, a legal resi¬ 
dent bom in Bangladesh, 
moved to the U.S. as a 
child about 12 years ago, 
Da mow said. He has lived 
in Queens with his parents 
while attending John Jay 
College of Criminal J ustice 
and working two jobs, the 
lawyeradded. 

But a federal magistrate 
ordered Alam held with¬ 
out bail after prosecutors 
argued that he wasa dan¬ 
ger to the community and 
a flight risk. Family members 
who attended the hearing 
left court without speaking 
to reporters. 

Court documents describe 
months of plotting for an 
attack Alam told an under¬ 
cover agent would make 
them "legends." 

Alam spoke of plotting to 
kill civilians and law en¬ 
forcement officers in limes 


Square and targeting a se¬ 
nior government official in 
Washington, according to 
the documents 
He talked about wanting 
to "shoot down" gays, re¬ 
ferring to them with a slur; 
using a "rocket launcher, 
like a huge one," to cause 
havoc at the World Trade 
Center; and obtaining an 
enhanced driver's license 
so he could walk onto a 
military base and "blow it 
up," the documents said. 
Alam started speaking 
with the undercover agent 
about his plans in August 
and went with him on re¬ 
connaissance trips to limes 
Square and to a shooting 
range in Pennsylvania, the 
documents said. 

Alam "repeatedly ex¬ 
pressed interest in purchas¬ 
ing firearms and explosives 
for a terrorist attack in the 
New York City area" dur¬ 
ing conversations with the 
agent and spoke glow¬ 
ingly about past attacks on 
the city, the court docu¬ 
ments said. Alam used his 
cellphone to take video 
of limes Square and "ex¬ 
plained to the undercover 
that he was looking for po¬ 
tential targets," according 
to the documents 
Alam also allegedly dis¬ 
cussed buying a silencer, 
ammunition and hand gre¬ 
nades, which he said could 
each 'take out at least 
eight people." 

In April, Alam told the un¬ 
dercover agent he was 
planning to get laser eye 
surgery so he wouldn't 
have to wear glasses dur¬ 
ing the p la nned a tta c k, the 
documents said. "Let's say 
we are in an attack, right, 
say that my glasses fall 
off. What if I accidentally 
shoot you? You know what 
I mean?"Alam said in a re¬ 


corded conversation, ac¬ 
cording to the documents 
"Imagine what the news 
channel would call me, the 
Looney Tunes Terrorist or 
the Blind Terrorist." 
limes Square, the heart of 
the Broadway theater dis¬ 
trict and packed with tour- 
istsday and night, hasbeen 
a target of attacks before. 
In 2010, Faisal Shahzad, a 
U.S. citizen who had gotten 
explosives training in Paki¬ 
stan, tried but failed to det¬ 
onate a car bomb there. 
He was sentenced to life in 
prisonO 



In this courtroom drawing, Ashiqul Alam, fifth fiom left makes his 
initial courtappearance and isanaigned at federal court in the 
Brooklyn Borough of New York, Friday, J une 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Michigan taskforce Id evaluate Upper Peninsula energy needs 



Thisjuly 19, 2002, file photo, shows the Mackinac Bridge that spans the Sbaits of Mackinac from 
Mackinaw City, Mich. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN FLESHER 
Associated Press 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 

— Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
established a panel Friday 
to assess energy needs in 
Michigan's Upper Peninsu¬ 
la amid a dispute with the 
company whose pipeline 
plays a key role in supplying 
the region with propane. 
Among the task force's jobs 
will be finding ways to get 
propane for the far-flung 
peninsula that don't in¬ 
volve Enbridge Inc.'s Une 
5, which transports natural 
gas liquids used in the fuel, 
in addition to crude oil. Ihe 
pipeline extends 645 miles 
(1,038 kilometers) between 
Superior, Wisconsin, and 
Samia, Ontario, crossing a 
large section of the Upper 
Peninsula. 

A 4-mile (6.4-kilometer) 
segment divides into two 
pipesbeneath the Straitsof 
Mackinac, a channel that 
connects Lakes Huron and 
Michigan. That underwa¬ 
ter section is the foe us of a 
lengthy debate that boiled 
over this week as talks be¬ 


tween Enbridge and Whit- 
meris administration over 
replacing it appeared to 
breakdown. 

"Enbridge hasa disappoint¬ 
ing safety record in Michi¬ 
gan, and the dual pipelines 
that run through the Straits 
of Mackinac create an un¬ 
acceptable risk of an oil 
spill by anchor strike or oth¬ 
er means," Whitmer said. 


"Such an event would be 
catastrophic for the Great 
Lakes and our economy, 
and would send energy 
costs skyrocketing for U.P. 
families" 

About 25% of the penin¬ 
sula's residents use pro¬ 
pane for home heating 
and much of it is delivered 
through Une 5, she said. En¬ 
bridge says Une 5 delivers 


65% of the U.P.'s propane 
and 55% of the propane 
used statewide. 

The Canadian company 
has emphasized the pipe- 
line'sfunction asa carrierof 
the fuel in its battle against 
environmental groups 
pushing to shut it down. 
Enbridge contends the 
66-year-old pipeline is in 
good condition but has 


offered to replace the un¬ 
derwater section with a 
new pipe that would be 
housed in a tunnel beneath 
the straits The company 
pledges to cover the $500 
million cost and complete 
the project by early 2024. 
Whitmer wants the under¬ 
water segment shut down 
even sooner. Enbridge says 
it can't move any faster 
and won't decommission 
the existing pipes before 
the new one is ready. 

The company filed a law¬ 
suit Thursday, asking the 
Michigan Court of Claims 
to rule on the legality of a 
tunnel construction deal it 
struck last year with former 
Republican Gov. Rick Sny¬ 
der. Whitmer, a Democrat, 
has refused to carry out the 
agreement since Attorney 
General Dana Nessel said 
legislation authorizing it vio¬ 
lated the state constitution. 
Enbridge said Friday the 
tunnel "isthe best long-term 
opportunity to secure the 
energy needs of the state 
while making an already 
safe pipeline even safer.'O 


Lawyers fore hurc h leadersay Attorney General tainted jury 



The exterior of a la Luzdel Mundo church branch is seen Thursday, J une 6, 2019, in Los Angeles 

Associated Press 


By S1EFANIE DAZO 
Associated Press 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Re¬ 
marks by the California at¬ 
torney general regarding 
the arrest of the leader of 
a Mexico-based mega¬ 
church charged with hu¬ 
man trafficking and child 
rape may have tainted a 
potential jury, defense at¬ 
torneys said Friday. 

Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra said Thursday he 
believed there were more 
child sex abuse victims of 
La Luz del Mundo leader 
and self-proclaimed apos¬ 
tle Naason Joaqufn Garcia 
a nd he fea red the c hurc h's 
millions of followers could 
raise his $50 million bail, 
believed to be the larg¬ 
est ever set in Los Angeles 
County. 

Attorneys Ken Rosenfeld 
and Allen Sawyer said 
Joaquin Garcia and his 
family are paying their le¬ 
gal fees and the evangeli¬ 
cal church's finances are 
not involved. The lawyers 
spoke Friday at a bilingual 
press conference outside 


an east Los Angeles tem¬ 
ple of La Luz del Mundo, 
with J oaqufn Garcfa'sfam¬ 
ily and church followers 
standing beside them, and 
called theirclient innocent 
of'false charges." 

Joaquin Garcia and two 
co-defendantswere arrest¬ 


ed in California this week, 
and a fourth remains at 
large.Theyface a 26-count 
felony complaint that al¬ 
leges crimes including child 
rape, statutory rape, mo¬ 
lestation, human traffick¬ 
ing, child pornography and 
extortion. 


'Yesterday was a sad day 
for the criminal justice sys¬ 
tem in California," Sawyer 
said, noting that Becerra 
had called J oaqufn Garcia 
"demented." "How is Mr. 
Garcfa's supposed to get a 
fairtria I?" 

Bibiana Ochoa, 42, a mem¬ 


ber of the church from Salt 
Lake City, said Friday the 
'false allegations" have 
caused La Luz del Mundo 
"a deep sadness." 

'We will return the apostle 
to his flock," Rosenfeld said. 
"Five million faithful stand 
behind a wrongly accused 
man." 

The three defendants in 
custody made their first 
court appearance in Los 
Angeles on Wednesday. 
They did not enter pleas 
They will return to court 
Monday for arraignment. 
Joaqufn Garcfa was origi¬ 
nally represented by Dmitry 
Gorin and Alan Eisner. But 
he has since changed his 
lawyers to Rosenfeld and 
Sawyer, who said the other 
lawyers only handled the 
first appearance. 

The Sacramento Business 
Journal called Rosenfeld 
"one of the most success¬ 
ful criminal defense lawyers 
in the state" last month af¬ 
ter he defended 'tax lady" 
Roni Deutch from a lawsuit 
filed by former Attorney 
Generalj erry BrownO 
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Police use of DNA leadsto backlash, changes to big database 



In this May 16, 2019 photo, Christopher Tapp hugs Carol Dodge atthe conclusion of a press con¬ 
ference where the Idaho Ralls Police announced that Brian Leigh Drippshad been arrested forthe 
murder of Carol's daughter Angie in 1996, in Idaho Ralls, Idaho. 

Associated Press 


By TERRY SPENCER 

FO FT LAUDERDALE, Ha. (AP) 

— After California detec¬ 
tives used a popularonline 
DNA database to track 
down a suspect in the de¬ 
cades-old Golden State 
Killer slayings, other police 
agencies quickly adopted 
the same technique. 

Since that case was 
cracked last year, at least 
50 other killings and rapes 
have been solved nation¬ 
wide by using partial DNA 
matches to find suspects' 
relatives, whose identities 
can lead to arrests. But 
complaints about invasion 
of privacy have produced 
a backlash, leading the 
Florida-based database 
known as GEDmatch to 
change its policies. 

The nonprofit website's 
previous practice was to 
permit police to use its da¬ 
tabase only to solve homi¬ 
cides and sexual assaults. 
But its operators granted 
a Utah police department 
an exception to find the 
assailant who choked un¬ 
conscious a 71-year-old 
woman practicing the or¬ 
gan alone in church. Ihe 
assailant's DNA profile led 
detectives to the great- 
uncle of a 17-year-old boy. 
Ihe teen's DNA matched 
the attacker's, and he was 
arrested. 

GEDmatch soon updated 
its policy to establish that 
law enforcement only gets 
matches from the DNA pro¬ 
files of users who have giv¬ 
en permission. That closed 
off more than a million pro¬ 
files. More than 50,000 users 
agreed to share their infor¬ 
mation — a figure that the 
company says is growing. 
The 95% reduction in GED¬ 


match profiles available 
to police will dramatically 
reduce the number of hits 
detectives get and make 
it more difficult to solve 
crimes, said David Foran, a 
forensics biology professor 
at Michigan State Univer¬ 
sity. 

"Law enforcement needs 
these big databases for 
the chance that someone 
might be in there," Foran 
said. "Now that they are 
requiring people to opt in, 
my guess is that database 
is going to become very 
small." 

Site co-founder Curtis Rog¬ 
ers said the change was 
being discussed before the 
Utah case. He said users 
received emails about the 


May decision, encourag¬ 
ing them to opt-in to police 
searches. 

"We strongly support law 
enforcement," Rogers 
wrote in an email. 'The use 
of genetic genealogy for 
providing leads in violent 
crimes has been called 
the biggest crime-fighting 
breakthrough in decades 
Its incredible success to 
date has been due almost 
entirely to the GEDmatch 
database." 

Such websites are popular 
with people researching 
their family trees. They up¬ 
load DNA profiles obtained 
from genetic testing com¬ 
panies. Then GEDmatch's 
computers compare the 
results and identify possi¬ 


ble long-lost cousins, aunts 
and others Adoptees have 
found their birth families 
Police use the databases 
in hopes of identifying the 
relative of a killer or rapist. 
They upload a profile taken 
from DNA left by a possible 
perpetrator. If they get a 
partial hit, they examine 
that person's relatives to 
find potential suspects. In 
a serial rape case, for ex¬ 
ample, detectives look for 
a male relative who lived 
near the attacks at the 
time. If they find someone, 
they surreptitiously obtain 
DNA samples from the sus¬ 
pect's trash or something 
he touched. 

The American Civil Uber- 
ties Union and other critics 


say granting law enforce¬ 
ment exceptions that vio¬ 
late a website's policies is 
a slippery slope. They also 
believe broad genetic 
searches violate suspects' 
constitutional rights. 

While many people instinc¬ 
tively support the tech¬ 
nique if used to catch serial 
killers or rapists, they might 
feel differently about their 
DNA profiles being ana¬ 
lyzed to pursue burglars 
and shoplifters. The ACLU 
wants Congress and state 
legislatures to impose re¬ 
strictions 

A poll conducted last year 
by The Associated Press 
and the NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research 
found that most Americans 
do not want law enforce¬ 
ment blindly searching ge¬ 
netic databases. Half of 
those polled said such data 
should be shared with law 
enforcement only with the 
consent of the person test¬ 
ed. Thirteen percent said 
law enforcement should 
not use that information at 
all. About 30%said it should 
be shared without consent. 
Carol Dodge waited more 
than two decades before 
a suspect was a nested last 
month in the 1996 slaying of 
her 18-year-old daughter, 
Angie, in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
Detectives identified him 
using GEDmatch. Dodge 
said the suspect, who po¬ 
lice say confessed, was not 
on investigators' radar and 
would never have been 
identified otherwise. 

"People who are opposed 
to this have never lost 
someone," Dodge said. 
"People who have a clean 
conscience shouldn't have 
a problem with it.'0 
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Central USflooding hitsrec reation, tourism industries 



Kevin Jones, right; assistant chief of the Prairie du Rocher Volunteer Hre Department catches a 
sandbag from firefighter Devin Godieras he joins Sean Koch, left; to add sandbagsto a sand boil 
seeping through the Prairie du Roc her levee along the Mississippi Riveron Ihuisday, J une 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By HANNAH G RA BEN STEIN 
j IM SALTER 
Associated Press 
UTILE ROCK, Aik. (AP) — As 

the waters of the swollen 
Arkansas River rose in Little 
Rock, and threatened to 
reach record heights, Sam¬ 
uel Ellis had to make the 
tough, but prudent, deci¬ 
sion to indefinitely shutter 
kayak rentals from his tour 
company. 

Weeks of flooding along 
the Arkansas and Mississip¬ 
pi rivers has hit tourism and 
recreation businesses in the 
central U.S., whether or not 
they're directly dependent 
on the river. 

Three years ago, Ellis' new 
kayak and bike rental and 
tour company had three 
kayaks for rental; now he 
sayshe often has25 people 
at a time paddling down 
the usually gentle river. 

Ellis says waters tend to be 
higherin J une anyway, but 
around Memorial Day this 
year, Ellis had to temporarily 
close down both his down¬ 
town riverfront boathouse 


and his typically more pro¬ 
tected location slightly fur¬ 
ther upstream in anticipa¬ 
tion of historic flooding. His 
company, RockTown River 
Outfitters, also rents bikes, 
but the river has spilled over 
onto trails a long its banks so 


tours have been restricted 
to dry areasdowntown. 

"It has hit me pretty hard 
this month. 

I'm hoping the waterwill go 
down fast so that we can 
at least have our bike trail 
back," Ellis said. 


Record flooding has hit 
much of the south and 
central U.S. this spring, as 
higher than average rains 
have strained dams and 
aging levees. 

About a quarter of the 
businesses surveyed by the 


Arkansas Department of 
Parks and Tourism reported 
an impact by the flood , 
said deputydirectorKristine 
Puc kett. 

The department has been 
working to combat fears 
that the entire state is un¬ 
derwater and is reminding 
tourists and residents alike 
that the Natural State has 
50 state parks, as well as 
dozens of towns and cities, 
unaffected byflooding. 

For some Mississippi River 
towns that rely heavily on 
tourists, the perception of 
the flood is as bad as the 
high water itself. 

Kimmswick, Missouri, just 
south of St. Louis, has only 
170 residents but draws 
hundreds of thousands of 
visitors annually to small res¬ 
taurants, quaint shops and 
two huge festivals. One of 
them, the Strawberry Festi¬ 
val scheduled forlastweek, 
had to be canceled due to 
the flooding. 

The town itself is dry, thanks 
to a levee reinforced with 
sandbags. Q 


Capitol flag flap in Wisconsin overgay pride rainbow 



In this Tuesday, April 9, 2019, file photo, Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony Eveis talks to reporters 
during a lame-duck legislative session in Madison, Wisconsin. 

Associated Press 


By SCOTT BAUER 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Fly¬ 
ing a gay pride rainbow 
flag over the Wisconsin 
state Capitol for the first 
time Friday drew backlash 
from conservative Republi¬ 
can lawmakers who said it 
was divisive, while Demo¬ 
crats hailed it as a sign of 
inclusivity. 

The flag flap erupted af¬ 
ter Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers ordered the raising of 
the flag to recognize J une 
as "Pride Month."The move 
drew a fast rebuke from 
state Rep. Scott Allen, who 
tweeted , "Is this any more 
appropriate than erecting 
the Christian flag over the 
Capitol?" 

Allen, who describes him¬ 
self on Twitter as 'Child of 
God/Family Man,"said in a 
follow-up message to The 
Associated Press that the 
rainbow flag "advocates 
a behavior or lifestyle that 
some Wisconsin residents 
may not condone. There¬ 
fore, it is divisive." 
Democrats praised the 
raising of the flag, includ¬ 


ing Democratic state Sen. 
Tim Carpenter, one of five 
openly gay state lawmak¬ 
ers. 

'This is a very welcoming 
sign to many of us and it 
signifies a new direction for 
Wisconsin," Carpenter said 


in a statement thanking 
Evers. 'We are showing that 
we are a welcoming and 
inclusive state and that 
meansa greatdeal." 
Dozens of people stood 
outside the Capitol's east 
wing Friday afternoon and 


cheered as the flag was 
raised on a pole just below 
the U.S. and Wisconsin state 
flag. Republican state Sen. 
David Craig joined Allen in 
criticizing the move. 

'The US and Wisconsin flags 
are flown over us as unify¬ 


ing symbols for all Wiscon¬ 
sinites," Craig tweeted. 'The 
governor's action today is 
in no doubt a statement 
to advance a cause. The 
only cause thatthe Capitol 
flagsshould re present is fifty 
states united in one repub¬ 
lic." 

Evers, who defeated con¬ 
servative Gov. Scott Walker 
in November, said in an 
executive order that the 
rainbow flag has become 
an important symbol for 
the LGBTQ community and 
publicly displaying it "sends 
a clear an unequivocal 
message" that in Wisconsin 
"everyone can live without 
fear of prosecution, judg¬ 
ment, or discrimination." 

The flag was flying above 
where the governor's office 
is located in the Capitol. 
Evers also authorizes other 
state government buildings 
and any jurisdiction of the 
state to fly the flag in J une. 
The governor has the sole 
authority to decide what 
flags fly over the Capitol, 
said Evers spokeswoman 
Melissa BaldauffO 
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Court lifts injunction blocking Keystone XLoil pipeline 



In this Nov. 6, 2015 file photo, a TiansCanada's Keystone pipeline facility is seen in Haidisly, Al¬ 
berta. 

Associated Press 


By MATT VOLZ 
Associated Press 
HELENA, Mont (AP) — An 

appeals court has lifted 
a judge's injunction that 
blocked construction of 
the Keystone XLoil pipeline 
from Canada to the U.S., 
but the developer has said 
it's too late to begin work 
this year and environmen¬ 
tal groups vowed to keep 
fighting it. 

A three-judge panel of the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals on Thursday ordered 
dismissal of the lawsuit by 
environmental and Native 
American groups, saying 
President Donald Trump 
had revoked a 2017 permit 
allowing the $8 billion pipe¬ 
line to be built. 

Trump later issued a new 
permit, and the appellate 
judges agreed with Justice 
Department attorneys who 
say that nullifies the legal 
challenge involving envi¬ 


ronmental impacts. 

The pipeline would ship up 
to 830,000 barrels (35 mil¬ 
lion gallons) of crude oil 
daily from the tar sands of 
Alberta through Montana, 


South Dakota and Nebras¬ 
ka, where it would tie in to 
existing pipelines to carry 
the crude to U.S. refineries 
The ruling Thursday was a 
victoryforTC Energy, a Cal¬ 



gary, Alberta-based com¬ 
pany that wants to build 
the line, though company 
officials have said it already 
missed the 2019 construc¬ 
tion season because of 


court delays. 

"We are pleased with the 
ruling," TC Energy spokes 
man Matthew John said. 
'We look forward to ad¬ 
vancing the project." 

John did not respond to 
questions on whether the 
ruling would change the 
construction schedule. 
Attorneys for the plaintiffs 
accuse Trump of trying to 
get around court rulings 
by issuing the new per¬ 
mit, which they say also is 
flawed. They have filed an¬ 
other, ongoing lawsuit to 
block the new presidential 
permit. 

Attorney Stephan Vo Ike r, 
who represents the Indig¬ 
enous Environmental Net¬ 
work and North Coast Riv¬ 
ers Alliance, said he would 
request another judge's 
order to block the project 
if he thought there was a 
chance of construction be¬ 
ginning immediatelyO 


J ury selection setibr Dallas police 
officers muider trial 


Associated FYess 
DALLAS (AP) — J ury selec¬ 
tion in the murdertrial of a 
white former Dallas police 
officer will begin on the 
anniversary of the day she 
fatally shot an unarmed 
black neighbor in his own 
apartment. 

State District J udge Tammy 
Kemp and the attorneys 
decided Thursday to begin 
interviewing jurors for Am¬ 
ber Guyger's trial on Sept. 
6, one year after 26-year- 
old Botham Jean's death. 
Testimony begins Sept. 23. 
Guyger told investigators 
that when she entered 
Jean's apartment, which 
was directly above hers, 
she mistook it for her own. 
She was fired following the 
incident. 

During the 12-minute hear¬ 


ing, Kemp also quizzed the 
lawyers about the leaking 
of Guyger's 911 call after 
the shooting despite a gag 
order. 

"I really was dismayed to 
find out that someone 
lacked the integrity and 
fortitude to honor the gag 
order,"Kemp said. 
Prosecutor Jason Hermus 
and defense attorney Rob¬ 
ert Rogers said they didn't 
leak the audio and that 
they d id n't know who d id. 
Da lias police are investigat¬ 
ing whether any of their of¬ 
ficers released the record¬ 
ing, Hermus said. On the 
call, Guygercan be heard 
apologizing to Jean, who 
was a 26-year-old native of 
the Caribbean island of St. 
Lucia. Jean was a gradu¬ 
ate of Harding University 


in Searcy, Arkansas who 
worked in Dallasforan ac¬ 
counting and consulting 
firm. 

"We want this case to be 
tried in the courtroom. We 
wantthiscase to be tried in 
DallasCounty, and the frus¬ 
trating part right now, we 
feel that strategically, peo¬ 
ple are leaking this type of 
information now a couple 
of months before the trial 
forthe mere purpose oftry- 
ing to taint the jury pool," 
said Daryl K. Washington, 
who is the civil attorney for 
J ean's family. 

A lawsuit that J ean's family 
filed against the city and 
Guyger is pending in fed¬ 
eral court. It is doubtful the 
civil case will move forward 
until the criminal case is 
decidedO 



Former Da lias police Officer Amber Guyger makes a courtap- 
pearanee at the Frank Crowley Courts Building in Dallas on 
Thursday, J une 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Undone by Brexit May stepsdownasConservative leader 



In this Friday, J une 9,2017 file photo Britain's Prime Ministerlheresa May listens as the dec laiation 
at her constituency is made for in the general election in Maidenhead, Bigland. 

Associated Bess 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
Associated Bess 
LONDON (AP) — Brit¬ 
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May's time as Conserva¬ 
tive Party leader ended Fri¬ 
day, not with a bang but a 
whimper. 

May, who announced her 
departure two weeks ago 
after her career was un¬ 
done by the Brexit mess, 
formally stepped down in a 
private exchange of letters 
with the party, leaving al¬ 
most a dozen Conservative 
contenders fighting to re¬ 
place her and resume the 
stalled quest to lead Britain 
out of the European Union. 
The second female prime 
minister in British history 
spent the day quietly in her 
home constituency west 
of London, rather than the 
prime minister's residence 
at 10 Downing St. 

May will remain as acting 
leader and prime minister 
for a few weeks while the 
party picks a successor, 
who will become the next 
prime minister. 

Conservative lawmak¬ 
ers will hold a secret bal¬ 
lot on Thursday, with any 
candidates who don't get 
at least 5% dropping out. 


Further rounds will be held 
the following week until the 
field is narrowed to two. 

The fina I two c a nd id a tes will 
meet in a runoff that will be 
decided in a mail-in vote 
by the country's approxi¬ 
mately 160,000 Conserva¬ 
tive Party members. The 
winner will be announced 
the week of J uly 22. 


So far, 11 Conservative law¬ 
makers are running to re¬ 
place May, vowing to suc¬ 
ceed where she failed and 
renegotiate Britain's deal to 
pull out of the EU. 

There's just one problem: 
The EU says that's not going 
to happen. 

'There will be no renego¬ 
tiation," European Commis¬ 


sion President J ean-Claude 
Juncker said — not for the 
first time — last week. 

On Friday, J uncker lament¬ 
ed: "Everyone understands 
English, but nobody under¬ 
stands England." 

May, 62, hasseen herthree 
yearsatop partyand coun¬ 
try defined, and ultimately 
destroyed, by Brexit. 


The Oxford-educated 
daughter of a rural vicar, 
she was picked as party 
leader in July 2016, weeks 
after Britain voted 52% to 
48% to leave the EU and 
her predecessor, David 
Cameron, resigned. 

After many months of ne¬ 
gotiations, the 27 other 
EU nations finally agreed 
late last year to a detailed 
withdrawal plan with May's 
government. 

But in one humiliation af¬ 
ter another for May, the 
plan has been rejected 
three times by Parliament, 
doomed by both lawmak¬ 
ers who wanted more of a 
clean breakand those who 
wanted a softer Brexit that 
keptclose economic tiesto 
the bloc. 

With British politicians dead¬ 
locked, departure day was 
postponed from March 29 
to Oct. 31, and many of 
May's Conservative col¬ 
leagues decided she and 
herplan had to go. 

The impasse has trans¬ 
formed the U.K.'s political 
map. May's Conservatives 
and the main opposition 
Labour Party are both frac¬ 
tured over how to leave 
the EUO 


ICC prosecutor asks to appeal rejecl on of Afghanistan probe 



In this file photo dated Tuesday Aug. 28, 2018, Bosecutor Pa¬ 
tou Bensouda at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The 
Hague, Netherlands. 
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By MIKE CORDER 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The International 
Criminal Court's prosecu¬ 
tor on Friday sought to ap¬ 
peal the court's rejection of 
an investigation into crimes 
linked to the conflict in Af¬ 
ghanistan by rebels, gov¬ 


ernment security services 
and American forces. 

In a 17-page document 
seeking clearance to file 
an appeal, Prosecutor Fa- 
tou Bensouda said an ap¬ 
peal could clarify crucial 
issues raised by judges who 
rejected her request to 


open an investigation, and 
would "benefit the court in 
itsworkasa whole." 

A panel of pre-trial judges 
in April rejected the pro¬ 
posed investigation, saying 
it would not be in the inter¬ 
ests of justice because an 
investigation and prosecu¬ 
tion were unlikely to be suc¬ 
cessful a sthose targeted — 
including the United States, 
Afghan authorities and the 
Taliban — are not expect¬ 
ed to cooperate. 

Bensouda said that such 
an argument is contrary to 
the reason the court was 
established — to prosecute 
grave crimes when nation¬ 
al authorities are unwilling 
orunable to do so. 

'While the Prosecution is 
very mindful of the chal¬ 
lenges in pursuing investi¬ 
gations or prosecutions in 
circumstances when co¬ 
operation is limited ... it re¬ 
mains the case that these 


challenges are part of its 
statutory responsibility," the 
prosecutor wrote. 

Rights groups in April 
slammed the decision to 
reject an investigation as 
a blow to Afghan victims 
seeking justice. 

PatrickBaudouin, president 
of the International Fed¬ 
eration for Human Rights, 
called the rejection a 
"darkdayforjustice"and a 
"shocking decision, which is 
based on a deeply flawed 
reasoning." 

Among issues Bensouda 
wants to appeal is whether 
the pre-trial judges even 
have the power to reject 
her request based on their 
determination of the inter¬ 
ests of justice. 

Bensouda wrote that her 
request for an appeal is not 
simply disagreeing with the 
rejection, "but rather repre¬ 
sents a legal issue of consti¬ 
tutional importance for the 


continued practice of the 
Courtasa whole." 
Bensouda's November 
2017 request to open an 
investigation said there is 
information that members 
of the U.S. military and in¬ 
telligence agencies "com¬ 
mitted acts of torture, cruel 
treatment, outrages upon 
personal dignity, rape and 
sexual violence against 
conflict-related detainees 
in Afghanistan and other 
locations, principally in the 
2003-2004 period." 

She also said that the Tal¬ 
iban and other insurgent 
groups have killed more 
than 17,000 civilians since 
2009, including some 7,000 
targeted killings. 

She further alleged that Af¬ 
ghan security forces have 
tortured prisoners at gov¬ 
ernment detention centers. 
If the court allows Bensou¬ 
da to appeal, the process 
will likely take monthsO 
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Ethiopian PM visits Sudan in bid to mediate crisis 



Ethiopia's prime minister Abiy Ahmed, center, arrives in Khartoum, Sudan on Friday, June 7, 2019, 
to try and mediate between the ruling military and the country's protest leaders amid an army 
crackdown that has killed over 100 people this week. 

Associated Press 


By BASSAM HATOUM 
NOHA ELHENNAWY 
CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Ethiopia's prime minister 
met with Sudan's ruling gen¬ 
erals and protest leaders 
on Friday in a bid to revive 
negotiations a mid a crack¬ 
down on demonstrations 
that has killed more than 
100 people since Monday. 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, 
a young reformist who as¬ 
sumed office a year ago, 
has been at the center of 
high-profile diplomatic ef¬ 
forts in the Horn of Africa 
region, including a surprise 
restoration of diplomatic 
ties between Ethiopia and 
rival Eritrea. He arrived in 
Sudan as the crisis folio wing 
the overthrow of longtime 
autocrat Omar al-Bashir 
turned increasingly violent. 
The military removed al- 
Bashir from power in April 
after months of mass pro¬ 
tests, but has resisted the 
protesters' demands for 
an immediate handover 
of power to civilians. On 
Monday, security forces vi¬ 
olently dispersed the main 
sit-in outside the military 


headquarters in Khartoum, 
and similar clashes have 
erupted in other cities and 
towns 

The African Union, based in 
Ethiopia, suspended Sudan 
on Thursday and threat¬ 
ened "punitive sanctions" if 
the military doesn't quickly 
relinquish power. 

Abiy met Friday with Gen. 


Abdel-Fattah Burhan, the 
head of the ruling council, 
as well as protest leaders. 

In a phone interview with 
Saudi-owned satellite 
channel al-Arabiya, protest 
leader Gaafar Hassan de¬ 
clined to discuss the meet¬ 
ing in detail, saying a news 
conference would be held 
later, but ruled out any "di¬ 


rect" or "indirect" talks with 
the military. 

'The (military) council has 
lost its political as well as its 
ethical legitimacy and we 
cannot deal with it, but we 
call for its ouster," he said. 
There was no immediate 
comment from the military 
council or the Ethiopian 
prime minister. 


The Sudan Doctors' Cen¬ 
tral Committee, one of the 
protest groups, said at least 
113 people have been 
killed and more than 500 
wounded since Monday. 
It says more than 40 bodies 
have been pulled from the 
Nile River in Khartoum and 
taken away by security 
forces since the violence 
erupted. 

The protesters have blamed 
much of the violence on 
the Rapid Support Forces, 
a paramilitary group that 
grew out of the notorious 
Janjaweed militias mobi¬ 
lized by al-Bashir during the 
Darfur conflict in the early 
2000s. The militias were 
widely accused of crimes 
against humanity, and al- 
Bashir— now jailed in Khar¬ 
toum — was indicted on 
charges of genocide. 

The head of the RSF, Gen. 
Mohammed Hamdan Da- 
galo — better known as 
Hemedti — was "conspicu¬ 
ously absent" in photos 
shared by the Ethiopian 
prime minister's office, ac¬ 
cording to Rashid Abdi, 
a former project director 
with the International Crisis 
GroupO 


Protests in Albania: Its democracy and EU future at stake 



A protester gestures in front of a police formation guarding Prime 
Minister's office, in Tirana, Sunday June 2, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LLAZAR SEMINI 
Associated Press 
TIRANA, Albania (AP) — Al¬ 
bania's opposition parties 
hold their latest anti-gov¬ 
ernment protest Saturday 
with a strong likelihood that 
it will turn violent, dealing 
another blow to the coun¬ 
try's shrinking hopes that 
the European Union will 
agree to launch full mem¬ 
bership negotiations with 
the ex-communist nation. 
Some 10,000 people are 
expected at the protest in 
Tirana that will demand the 
appointment of a transi¬ 
tional Cabinet, followed by 
an early election. 

The center-right opposition 
led by Lulzim Basha has 
been holding protests since 
mid-February, accusing the 
leftist government of links to 
organized crime and vote 
rigging. 

The government denies all 
the claims. Socialist Prime 
Minister Edi Rama has re¬ 


peatedly called for an un¬ 
conditional dialogue, say¬ 
ing protests have hurt the 
country's image. 

Protests in the past have 
turned hostile, with op¬ 
position supporters show¬ 
ering police officers with 
firebombs while police re¬ 
sponded with tear gas In¬ 
juries have been reported 
on both sides and scores 
of protesters have been ar¬ 
rested or charged with vio¬ 
lent attacks 

Basha has vowed to con¬ 
tinue, however, saying the 
protests do not "differfrom 
those in France, Italy oroth- 
erWestem countries." 
Opposition lawmakers 
have also relinquished 
their seats in Parliament 
— where the government 
holds a comfortable ma¬ 
jority — and the opposition 
is boycotting the June 30 
municipal elections and 
is threatening to prevent 
them taking place. 


"In democracy there are no 
elections without the oppo¬ 
sition. There is no democra¬ 
cy without plura lism," Basha 
said in an emailed interview 
with The Associated Press 
"Prime Minister Rama has 
underhiscontrolall powers: 
executive, legislative and 
justice. He has the big me¬ 
dia and the business under 
his contra I," Basha added. 
Aleksander Cipa, an inde¬ 
pendent analyst, says the 
opposition's main goal is 
"existential." 

"Investing in an aggressive 
protest and the corrosive 
acts a gainst the prime min¬ 
ister is the only possibility for 
the opposition's furtherexis- 
tence,"he said. 

The United States, the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and interna¬ 
tional organizations have 
denounced the opposition 
for relinquishing its parlia¬ 
mentary seats, repeatedly 
calling on them to sit down 
for talks and to avoid vio¬ 


lence in protests. The op¬ 
position has hardly heeded 
the call. 

In late June Brussels de¬ 
cides whether to launch 
full membership nego¬ 
tiations with Albania. More 
violence would be "a retro¬ 
grade act threatening the 
country'sexpected positive 
answer from the EU," Cipa 
said. 


In the end, irregular munici¬ 
pal elections or violence 
would be another tool in 
the hands of hard-liners 
in the EU member coun¬ 
tries trying to prevent the 
launch of membership ne¬ 
gotiations with Albania. 
Albania would missanother 
train toward Europe, not for 
the first time since the end 
of Communism.□ 
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Syria usesfemiliartactic in rebel Idlib: Bombing civilians 



In this May 3,2019 file photo, provided by the Syrian C ivil Defense White Helmets, whic h has been 
authenticated based on its contents and other AP reporting, shows smoke rising after Syrian gov- 
emmentand Russian aiistrikesthathitthe town of a I-Ha beet; southern Idlib, Syria. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH ELDEEB 
BEIRUT (AP) — The father 
could hardly bear seeing 
his 18-month-old daughter's 
panic every time the Syr¬ 
ian government warplanes 
flew overtheirhome. Every 
day fora month, she ran to 
him to hide in his arms, tear¬ 
ful and breathless. 
Abdurrahim had refused to 
flee his hometown through¬ 
out years of violence, and 
he was determined to hold 
out through the new, inten¬ 
sified government offensive 
launched in April against 
Idlib province, the last sig¬ 
nificant territory held by 
Syria's rebels 

But now he had his first 
child, Ruwaida, to think 
about. 

'That look on my daugh¬ 
ter's face ... is really what 
is going to kill me," said 
the 25-year-old Abdurra¬ 
him, who asked that his last 
name not be published for 
security reasons. 

His determination col¬ 
lapsed when an airstrike 
on May 30 pulverized the 
house next door, crushing 
to death three children, 
one of them a girl Ru- 
waida's age. He whisked 
his daughter and wife to 
a nearby village, hoping it 
would be safe. 

The Syrian government and 
its Russian backer have 
turned to a familiar tac¬ 
tic in their assault on Idlib 
— relentlessly and system¬ 
atically striking residential 
areas, hospitals, markets, 
crops and infrastructure to 
break the will of the popu¬ 
lation and pressure people 
to flee, according to ob¬ 
servers, rights groups and 
residents. 

It's a tried-and-true method 
that worked for President 
Bashar Assad's forces in 
their previous, destructive 
campaigns that retook the 
city of Aleppo in 2016 and 
other strategic territories. 
Striking civilians with impu¬ 
nity has been so character¬ 
istic of the 8-yea r c ivil wa r 
that it rarely even raises 
much international outrage 
or attention. Monitors say 
the pattern of strikes clearly 
show that, far from being 
collateral damage, civilian 
homes, businesses and in¬ 
frastructure are intentional 
targets of the government. 


"Even wars have rules," said 
Misty Buswell, the Middle 
East advocacy directorfor 
the International Rescue 
Committee, adding that 
two hospitals it supports 
were hit by airstrikes. In this 
war, she said, attacks on 
civilians "have happened 
with absolute impunity." 

The impact hasbeen brutal 
in the rebel enclave cen¬ 
tered on Idlib in northwest 
Syria on the border with 
Turkey. Some 3 million peo¬ 
ple are bottled up there, 
more than half of them dis¬ 
placed from other parts of 
the country recaptured by 
the military. 

The Syria n milita ry la unc hed 
its assault in April, backed 
by government and Rus¬ 
sian airstrikes Ithasfocused 
on the enclave's southern 
edges, taking a few villag¬ 
es and bombarding deep¬ 
er into Idlib. 

Bombing 'targets every¬ 
thing: bakeries, hospitals, 
markets. The aim is to stop 
all services to civilians. Ev¬ 
erything," said Wasel Aljirk, 
a surgeon whose hospital 
was blasted by strikes. 

Five weeks of violence has 
driven nearly 300,000 peo¬ 
ple from their homes. Many 
are living under olive trees, 
in tents or unfinished build¬ 
ings, cramming in over¬ 
crowded shared rooms. 
Aid groups fear that figure 


could spiral to 700,000 dis¬ 
placed. 

More than 300 civilians 
have been killed, accord¬ 
ing to opposition activists 
and war monitors. At least 
61 children are among 
those killed since April, ac¬ 
cording to Save the Chil¬ 
dren, though Idlib health 
authorities put the figure 
at 75 children killed in May 
alone. 

Diana Samaan, a Syria 
researcher with Amnesty 
International, said homes 
are targeted as a 'tac¬ 
tic to pressure civilians to 
succumb." Sara Kayyali, a 
Syria researcher with Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch, said 
hergroup and others have 
"documented enough 
strikes on residential build¬ 
ings to at least indicate an 
appearance of unlawful 
approach." 

Hospitals and clinics have 
been systematically bom¬ 
barded, some of them 
hit more than once even 
though the U.N. identifies 
many to the Syrian govern¬ 
ment ashealth centers 
At least 32 hospitals and 
health facilities around the 
enclave have been putout 
of service, either because 
they were struck or sus¬ 
pended theiroperationsfor 
fear of being hit, Mustafa 
al-Eido from the Idlib health 
authority said Thursday. 


The south Idlib region most 
directly under attack does 
not have a single health fa¬ 
cility left, after all 16 there 
were hit by airstrikes or 
stopped working, al-Eido 
said. That has put an extra 
burden on those in other 
parts of Idlib and forced 
long journeys on patients, 
said Mohamad Katoub of 
the Syria n-A meric an Medi¬ 
cal Society, which supports 
services in the area. 
Bombings are so frequent 
that many hospitals are 
built buried into the sides of 
hills for protection, known 
as "cave hospitals." 

One such cave hospital, 
a major trauma facility in 
southern Idlib, called Pulse 
of Life, was hit by airstrikes 
three times in the past two 
years, each time moving 
to a new location. Every 
month, it served 5,000 pa¬ 
tients and performed 500 
operations. 

The fourth and final strike 
came May 5 when at least 
seven rockets pounded the 
hospital. Direct hits raised 
massive clouds of earth, 
gravel, stone and concrete 
dust into the sky, seen in 
video posted online. 

No one was hurt because 
the staff had evacuated 
after being tipped of an 
imminent strike, said Aljirk, 
the surgeon. But Pulse of 
Life was virtually destroyed 


and has not been able to 
reopen since. 

In genera I, the government 
has a blanket justification 
for indiscriminate bombing 
of rebel-held areas, de¬ 
scribing the entire popula¬ 
tion as 'terrorists and their 
families" It further backs its 
pretext by pointing to the 
fact that al-Qaida linked 
militants and other jihadi 
groupshave come to dom¬ 
inate the Idlib enclave, 
which first fell under rebel 
control in 2015. 

Najat Rochdi, senior hu¬ 
manitarian adviser to the 
United Nations Special 
Envoy for Syria, said in a 
statement Friday that com¬ 
batting terrorism "does not 
absolve" any party and 
warned that the attacks 
a g a inst c ivilia ns a nd c ivilia n 
infrastructure may amount 
to war crimes. 

'We have a collective re¬ 
sponsibility to the victims 
of this conflict, many of 
whom are too young to try 
to make sense ofthissense¬ 
less war," she said. 
Physicians for Human Rights 
ha s sa id the wa r in Syria ha s 
seen the most widespread 
and systematic assault on 
health care documented 
in the world to date. It has 
counted at least 566 at¬ 
tacks on health facilities 
since the start of the war, 
mostly by government forc- 
esortheirallies 
The strike on the house of 
Abdurrahim's neighbors, 
the Q a sheet family, was 
part of a major barrage 
that rained down on resi¬ 
dential areas on the town 
of Maarat al-Numan, de¬ 
stroying six houses in a sin¬ 
gle day. 

Dust wasstill in the airwhen 
the team of first responders 
knownasthe White Helmets 
arrived, said Obada Skra, 
a leader of the team. They 
first foe used on survivors in a 
nearby house while neigh¬ 
bors worked to dig out the 
Qasheets' two-story home. 
The father, mother and one 
son emerged alive though 
a gap in the debris. Anoth- 
erson was pulled out hours 
later, bloodied but a live. 

But the building was pan¬ 
caked on top of 14-year 
old Abboudi Qasheet, his 
two sisters, and younger 
b rathe r.Q 
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Japan plans carbon emission cuts, mote nuclear energy 



In this Nov. 12, 2011, file photo, the Unit 4 reactor building of the crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power station is seen through a bus window in Okuma, Japan. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAM AG UC HI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) - Japan is 
calling for further efforts 
to cut its carbon emissions 
by promoting renewable 
energy while also pushing 
nuclear power despite its 
2011 Fukushima nuclear 
pla nt disaster. 

An energy policy paper, 
adopted by the Cabinet 
on Friday, said J apan faces 
the urgent task of reducing 
carbon emissions by utilities 
that rely heavily on fossil 
fuel plants to make up for 
shortages of cleaner nucle¬ 
ar energy. The call comes 
as nuclear reactors a round 
Japan are slowly being re¬ 
started — despite linger¬ 
ing anti-nuclear sentiment 
since the Fukushima crisis 
— after being shut down to 
meet tougher safety stan¬ 
dards 

Japan wants renewable 
energy's share in 2030 to 
grow to 22-24%ofthe coun¬ 
try's power supply from 
16% while pushing nuclear 
energy to 20-22% from just 


3% in 2017. The report said 
the cost of renewables a Iso 
needsto be reduced. 
Japanese utilities rely more 
heavily on fossil fuel plants 
than those in the U.S. and 
Europe, the paper said. 
Coal and natural gas ac¬ 


counted for74%of J apan's 
energy supply. 

Nuclear energy made up 
about one-third of Japan's 
energy supply before 2011, 
when a massive earth¬ 
quake and tsunami de¬ 
stroyed the Fukushima Dai- 


ichi nuclear plant's cooling 
systems, sending three of its 
reactors into meltdowns. 
Despite the government's 
renewed ambitions for 
nuclear power, reactor 
restarts are proceeding 
slowly as nuclear regulators 


spend more time on inspec- 
tionsunderthe stricterpost- 
Fukushima standards, while 
utility companies have opt¬ 
ed to scrap aged reactors 
instead of investing in addi¬ 
tional safety measures. 
Nearly half of the 54 reac¬ 
tors in Japan have been 
designated for decommis¬ 
sioning, and only nine have 
resumed operation since 
the accident. 

"fhe slow reactor restarts 
have added to Japan's 
large plutonium stockpile 
from spent fuel. Japan has 
resorted to reducing the 
47-ton stockpile by burning 
plutonium in conventional 
reactors after the coun¬ 
try's fuel recycling program 
stalled. The plutonium is 
currently enough to pro¬ 
duce about 6,000 atomic 
bombs. But the amount is 
not decreasing, and ex¬ 
perts are now calling for 
more drastic steps to re¬ 
duce the stockpile amid 
criticism that it makes To¬ 
kyo's calls for nuclear non¬ 
proliferation less c red ible.Q 


ftitin says US unilateralism hurts global trade, sows c ha os 



Russian Resident Vladimir Ritin addresses the St Petersburg International Economic Forum in St 
Petersburg, Russia, Friday, J une 7, 2019. 

Assoc iated Press 


By VLADIMIR I SAC HENKOV 
IRINA TITOVA 
Associated Press 
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) 

— Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin has criticized the 
United Statesforusing pres¬ 
sure and sanctionsto main¬ 
tain its economic suprema¬ 
cy, saying it spawns chaos 
in global affairs. 

Speaking Friday at an in¬ 
vestment forum in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Putin said the U.S. 
attempt to "spread its juris¬ 
diction to the entire world" 
challenges the global or¬ 
der. 

He said globalization "be¬ 
comes a parody of itself 
when common internation¬ 
al roles are replaced with 
laws, administrative and 
judicial mechanisms of one 
countryora group ofcoun- 
tries" 

Flanked by Chinese Presi¬ 
dent Xi Jinping at the fo¬ 
rum's panel, Putin said the 
U.S. action against Chinese 
telecom giant Huawei rep¬ 
resented an attempt to 
"blatantly squeeze it out of 
the global market." 


It is, he said, 'the first tech¬ 
nological warof the digital 
era." 

Putin warned that the 'frag¬ 
mentation of the global 
economic space, the poli¬ 
cy of unrestrained political 
egoism" paves the way to 
"end less conflicts and trade 


wars ... fights without roles 
between all." 

The Russian leaderaccused 
the U.S. of turning the dollar 
into an "instrument of pres¬ 
sure," undermining trust in 
the U.S. dollar, the world's 
majorreserve currency. 

He also criticized U.S. at¬ 


tempts to hamper the 
construction of the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline intended 
to carry Russian natural gas 
to Germany and further on 
in Europe, saying it reflects 
the U.S. desire to win ad- 
va ntages for itself. 

Putin hailed Russia-China 


relations, saying that their 
cooperation in the global 
arena is "a major factor of 
stability in global affairs." 

He emphasized that "we 
aren't creating a military 
union and we aren't work¬ 
ing against anyone," add¬ 
ing that Moscow remains 
open to expanding ties 
with the European Union 
and the United States. 

Xi said Russia and China 
would coordinate their ef¬ 
forts in the energy sphere 
more closely. 

The Chinese leader noted 
that the current global 
trade system needs fine- 
tuning but spoke strongly 
against protectionism, 
warning that globalization 
can't be stopped. 

Xi said that despite trade 
disputes between China 
a nd the U.S. they a re c lose- 
ly interdependent and nei¬ 
ther side wants to disrupt 
ties. "Neither we, nor our 
American partners are in¬ 
terested in that,"Xi said. "I'm 
sure that my friend, Presi¬ 
dent Trump, isn't interested 
in that either.'O 
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Leader or killei? A day with 'Barbecue' in Haiti's capita I 



In this May 24,2019, photo. Barbecue, whose teal name isj immy Cherizier, sits at his house during 
an interview with AP, in Lower Delmas, a district of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— He's known asBarbecue, 
an ex-cop suspected in 
the massacre of dozens of 
men, women and children 
in the Haitian capital — 
and a hero in his neighbor¬ 
hood, followed by crowds 
of adoring residents who 
consider him their protec¬ 
tor. 

Authorities say men like Bar¬ 
becue, whose real name 
is J immy Cherizier, are in¬ 
creasingly taking charge of 
areas across Haiti aspublic 
safety disintegrates and the 
governmentlosesitsgrip on 
a country facing one of its 
most violent periods in re¬ 
cent history despite a 15- 
year U.N. peacekeeping 
operation there. 

"Gangs are multiplying be¬ 
cause the government is 
weak," said Haiti's attorney 
general, Paul Eronce Vil¬ 
la rd, who estimates there 
are more than 50 gangs 
now operating in the coun¬ 
try. "It'sa real challenge for 
police." 

Armed gangs, sometimes 
with links to corrupt police 
and believed financed 
by local politicians and 
businessmen, battle each 
other for control of Port-au- 
Prince's lucrative outdoor 
markets, the source of a 
steady flow of cash from 
so-called "protection" fees 
from vendors, as well as 
drug dealsand arms sales 
Among them is Base Del- 
mas 6, which local human 
rights groups say is led by 
Cherizier in Port-au-Prince's 
impoverished Lower Del- 
mas neighborhood. Cheri¬ 
zier denies that, describing 
himself as a community 
leader who doles out cash 
to residents when they're in 
need, clearsgarbage from 
the streetsand protects the 
neighborhood from rival 
gangs 

He's also a suspect in the 
country's worst massacre in 
years, accused by police 
and witnesses of helping to 
orchestrate the slaughter 
of up to 59 men, women 
and children in the nearby 
neighborhood of La Saline 
la st year. 

But despite being named in 
a police report and in two 
local human rights groups' 


investigations of the killings, 
Cherizier, remains not only 
free, but the most powerful 
man in LowerDelmas. 

A police badge tattooed 
on his right fore arm and a 9 
mm pistol in his waistband, 
the 42-year-old Cherizier 
sleeps during the day and 
spends nights scanning the 
streets for enemies. He en¬ 
forces a nightly curfew and 
has a small army of look¬ 
outs who bang on drums 
to alert residents that rival 
gangsare approaching. 

On a recent Saturday, 
Cherizier ducked through 
purple and yellow sheets 
hung out to dry in narrow 
alleywaysand sidestepped 
rusty wheelbarrows filled 
with sugarcane and wom¬ 
en doing their wash in 
buckets. "Fhe smell of mari¬ 
juana and raw sewage 
filled the air. 

Swigging from a bottle of 
Barbancourt rum, he later 
pointed at a wide canal 
that residents use asa toilet 
and a shuttered medical 
clinic, then noted the lack 
of schools 

"What do you see?" he 
asked as he gestured at a 
crowd of supporters gath¬ 
ered around him. "It's mis 
ery. None of these kids 
have a future. In 10 years 
from now, they will have 
guns in their hands." 
Another suspected gang 


leader, J oel Noel, calls him¬ 
self the community leader 
of La Saline, where the 
massacre began on Nov. 
13 as men armed with guns 
and machetes broke into 
homes, killing and torturing 
dozens and raping several 
women. Victims' bodies 
were then burned or cut 
into pieces and thrown 
to pigs and dogs. Among 
the dead was a 4-year-old 
girl shot in the head in her 
mother's arms, according 
to authorities 

An internal investigative re¬ 
port by the Haitian police 
Bureau of Criminal Affairs, 
obtained by Ihe Associ¬ 
ated Press, has called for 
the arrest of Cherizier and 
68 others on charges in¬ 
cluding murder and rape. 
It is now being reviewed by 
a judge, but more than six 
months after the carnage 
none have been charged. 
Cherizier is implicated in 
two killings in the report: 
One by a woman who ac¬ 
cused him and 13 others of 
fatally shooting her cousin 
and dragging his body into 
a swamp, and another by 
a woman who accused 
him of colluding with others 
to kill herson. 

Noel, his lips stained purple 
from the wine he'd been 
drinking that morning, also 
accused Cherizier in the 
slayings and said people in 


La Saline now sleep on the 
streets because they're too 
scared to spend the night 
at home. 

'We need security, we 
need help for the people, 
we need justice," he said, 
adding that he fears more 
people will be killed. 'The 
people who can't fight are 
going to be the victims." 
Cherizier denied any con¬ 
nection to the massacre 
and said his enemies have 
linked him to the killings out 
of revenge. He said he got 
the nickname Barbecue as 
a child because his mother 
was a street vendor who 
sold fried chicken, not be¬ 
cause he isaccused ofset- 
ting people on fire. 

"I would never massacre 
people in the same social 
class as me," declared 
Cherizier, who says he takes 
inspiration from late dicta- 
torFrancois"Papa Doc"Du- 
valier, who ruled Haiti with 
a bloody brutality as "presi¬ 
dent for life" from 1957 to 
1971. 

"I was bom next doorto La 
Saline. I live in the ghetto. 

I know what ghetto life 
is," added Cherizier, the 
youngest of eight children, 
whose fatherdied when he 
was 5. 

Weeks after the massacre, 
police accused Cherizierof 
being away without leave 
and expelled him from the 


force. Cherizier contends 
he was asleep when the 
attack began and never 
abandoned the force. 
Marie-Yolene Gilles, execu¬ 
tive director of the human 
rights group Fondasyonje 
Klere, accused politicians 
of condoning and encour¬ 
aging gang activity. La Sa¬ 
line has long been known 
asa rallying point for anti- 
govemment protests, and 
the massacre occurred just 
days before scheduled na¬ 
tionwide protests over cor¬ 
ruption allegations 
"Haiti's security situation is 
very, very alarming," she 
said. "It seems that the 
country doesn't have a 
leader." 

The spike in violence 
prompted the U.S. State 
Department to pull out all 
non-emergency personnel 
in mid-February and issue 
a "no travel" advisory that 
remains in effect as em¬ 
battled President J oveneI 
Moise faces massive pro¬ 
tests over alleged corrup¬ 
tion, lack of basic goods 
and record inflation. 

Villa rd, the attorney gen¬ 
eral, said the violence is 
worse now than in 2004, 
when former President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide was 
toppled by a rebellion that 
led to the intervention by 
the U.N. peacekeeping 
force, whose operation will 
end in October. 

Serge Therriault, U.N. police 
commissioner in Haiti, said 
the peacekeeping force 
addressed gang problems 
in the early stages of its mis¬ 
sion, but he worries about 
the resurgence and be¬ 
lieves it is linked to the eco¬ 
nomic downturn. 

'There are limited thingsthe 
police can do,"he said. 'We 
can try to stop the gang 
activity, but until these peo¬ 
ple have employment... it's 
very difficult." 

The Haitian police are also 
dealing with gangs infiltrat¬ 
ing the force: Last month, 
they referred five cadets 
suspected of gang involve¬ 
ment to authorities as out¬ 
rage grew over brazen 
daylight killings, including 
a police detective slain in 
a high-end neighborhood 
and a university professor 
fatally shot after leaving a 
bank.Q 
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Social errtrepreneurj a mes Ocalia in cooperation with HopeAruba Movement 

'Sustainable agriculture for health erlocalsand rehabilitated drug addicts' 



NOORD - Somewhere uphill in Alto Vista you 
will find a beautiful piece of land with an old, 
white, traditional cunucu house on it; dating 
from 1923. Nothing remarkable a bout that; you 
mightthink, astheie are many of these old aun¬ 
ties scattered around the island. But this one has 
an amazing background story. Aruba Ibday 
visited the place on a warm, sticky afternoon 
where James Ocalia was working on the land 
with a handful other men. 

'Cas Speransa Nobo' says the name sign on 
the cunucu house, it refers to the new hope for 
the students of the rehabilitation program that 
isavailable here. "We call them students rather 
than drug addictsorclientsbecause they have 
chosen to leam another life. Their addict life is 
their past, the goal is to leam and graduate in 
a new life." The Aruban Ocalia explains that he 
runs his company -Goshen, which means 'in¬ 
undated land' - with the help of the men that 
are part of the rehabilitation program. "They 
leam to cultivate local cropsand itworksin two 
ways. Forthem it is a subject they leam and a 
daily goal in life, for me it is exercising my job 
and doing something good for my island at the 
same time." Recently Goshen Organic Farm 
was visited by an expert on the field of water 
production, professor dr. engineer Filomeno 
A. Marchena (Boei). The farm recycles water 
already and during the visit Marchena shared 
some useful information with Ocalia. 

feir Harvest 

While we are walking on the land the students 
enthusiastically show 'their crops', inviting Aru¬ 
ba Today's journalist to taste a comcomber 
chiquito. The pride they take in their work and 
their smiling faces are touching and there is 
definitely something magic about this place. 


Maybe it is best described as pure: the land, 
the taste ofthe vegetables, the drive of the stu¬ 
dents and the sincerity of James, all together 
it is 'Hope' indeed. On the 7.000 m2 land only 
local crops are grown: comcomber chiquito 
(cucumber), jambo (okra), boonchi (beans), 
pika (hot peppers) form the main production. 
But one can also find patia (watermelon) and 
dragon fruit as well as moringa. The plants are 
seeded and grown in the nursery, built by the 
students, and when strong enough being trans¬ 
ferred to the land. 

How it Began 

Aruba is a nation of hopeful individuals, who 
want the best for their island. It isa factthatthe 
social challenges facing ourisland affect usall 
in one way oranother. Whether it is child abuse 
or neglect, domestic violence, life-controlling 
addictions, the high rate of high-school drop 
outs, increasing poverty, etc. etc., when one is 
affected, we are aIIaffected. While HopeAruba 
Movement understands that it isthe role ofgov- 
emmentto be the primary catalyst in providing 
the framework, platform and financing for ad¬ 
dressing these social challenges, they also un¬ 
derstand thatthe government is not necessarily 
the only agent to heal these issues Understand¬ 
ing both our responsibility and privilege as citi¬ 
zens, whether individual or corporate, to play 
an active partin creating the future we want to 
see, is critic a I if we are to heal our nation, they 
state. 

We must understand the severe consequences 
ofthe long-term mismanagement of Public Fi¬ 
nances and how this affects us all, directly or 
indirectly. Government financial aid for social 
organizations has dropped by more than 50% in 
the past years So what a re we to do? A group 
of citizens decided...we will start by taking re¬ 
sponsibility! This prompted the birth of HopeA¬ 
ruba Movement's first Social Impact Business, 
Goshen Sustainable Development Corporation 
VBA and HopeAruba'sfirst Social Impact Vehi¬ 
cle underthe HopeAruba Fundacion Restaura- 
cion bannerCasSperansa Nobo. 

"We developed the Goshen Smoothie and we 
started to develop an Agri-Tourism niche "Farm 
to Table" experience, a unique experience for 
ourvisitors...a true "taste of Aruba". Now open: 
- Goshen Villas - A Bed & Breakfast concept 
and Momentous Cafe at Goshen at Alto Vista 
52, as we grow our business to provide entre¬ 
preneurial solutionsto social challenges. And of 
course, Goshen'smain purpose isto support ve¬ 
hicles for social change as we engage in busi¬ 
ness with a purpose, we can be an instrument 
fo r na tio na I tra nsfo rma tio n!" 

Make a difference 

To make a difference is where both connect. "I 


myself want to make a difference for my island 
with my passion: sustainable agriculture. My 
goal is that locals include the typical Aruban 
veggies in theirfood system and eat healthier." 
He hasa thing for Aruba's traditional vegeta¬ 
bles and fruits, since he was a kid. "I wrote a 
book, 'My favorite Curacaosand Aruban Dish¬ 
es', and found myself asking my granny how 
actually to prepare traditional dishes with local 
veggies. That is not right, we need to implement 
them into modem cooking to preserve these 
treasures of culture. Italia ns may have their zuc¬ 
chini and tomatoes, Aruba hashercomcomb- 
er chiquito and jambo. Our generation does 
not know how to cookourown veggies, we are 
often keen on preparing meals from the Italian 
or other foreign gastronomy, but what about 
our own culture?" His story creates a curiosity 
towards the real taste of local gastronomy. "In 
my opinion three ingredients are necessary to 
develop social enterprise: the social aspect, 
the environmental aspect and support by eco¬ 
nomic pillars, in Aruba'scase tourism."□ 



If you wish to visit Goshen Sustainable 
Development/Cas Speransa Nobo and buy 
some local vegetables, you are welcome 
TODAY at Alto Vista 52 between 10 am and 
12.30 pm. Racebook: Goshen Sustainable 
Develop merit Corporation VBA. 

Getyourfiesh organic veggies sbaightfrom our 
farm to your table! Choose fiom: Comcomber 
c hikito, Boone hi, Yambo, Pure honey with comb 
and Watermelon. VUhile you're there, try their 
refreshing Goshen Shioothie, also available in 
frozen packagesto prepare at home. 















SATURDAY 8 JUNE 


A14 l LOCAL 



Sold OutMichelin Pop-Up Event Begins at Divi Resorts' Windows on Aruba Restaurant 
The dinneison J une 7th and June 8th will feature top c hefe with eight 
Michelin stars combined 



ORANJ E5TAD, ARUBA - The Caribbean's laigest Mic helin pop-up event at Divi Vil¬ 
lage Golf & Beach Resorts Windows on Aruba kicked off Thursday, J une 6th with 
a special invite-only luncheon for local dignitaries and press, and continues with 
two sold out dinners on Friday, J une 7th and Saturday, J une 8th. The extravagant 
eight Mic helin stardinneis include cocktails, four a muses and an extravagant five- 
course dinner with wine pairings from Fepia-Est Aruba. 


"We're looking forward to welcoming guestsand locals to Windows on Aruba for 
an unforgettable night offine dining with fantastic, award-winning chefs," said Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort's Director of Food & Beverage, Dominique Bauduin. 
"Each dish is carefully crafted by the chefs with fresh, exotic ingredients, bold fla- 
vorsand exquisite presentations." 


Ihe participating chefs, including FrangoisGeurdsof FG Restaurant and FG Food 
Labs, Erik Van Loo of Parkheuvel, Edwin Vinke of De Kromme Watengang and J er- 
main de Rozario of De Rozario, all hail from the Netherlands and have eight Mi¬ 
chelin stars combined. 



"We're very fortunate to have these talented, highly- 
celebrated chefs travel all the way from the Nether¬ 
lands to cook for us here on Aruba," Bauduin added. 
"It's truly an honor and we cannot wait to taste the 
mouthwatering dishesthey create." 



L-R: Cees Ursem, KLM Country Manager - Aniba, Bonaire, Curasao, Turks & Caicos and 
Jamaica; Alex Nieuwmeyer, Managing Director of Grape Holding, NV; Danilo de Reitas, 
KLM Sales Manager- Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire 


The event hasalready garnered high praise from those 
who attended the luncheon and Aruba's Minister of 
Tourism, Public Health & Sport, Danguillaume Oduber, 
who wrote, "I truly appreciate that key leaders like your- 
selfare hosting sucheventsthatputAruba'sname in the 
top media." He continued on to say, "I have no doubt 
that Aruba's culinary world will be put in the spotlight." 

Tickets for the event are sold out. For more information 
on the chefs, visit www.diviresorts.com/aruba-culinary- 
event.htm 


About Divi Resorts 

Divi Resorts is the vacation expert of the Caribbean, 
with a collection of eight premium resorts spanning the 
five stunning Caribbean islands of Aruba, Barbados, Bo¬ 
naire, St. Croix, and St. Maarten. For more information 
on Divi Resorts, call 1-800-367-3484 or visit www.divire- 
sortscomO 



DIVI RESORTS 
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• Join the Ployers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 



S^RPAfi 

BBBHSSH 


Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

S6 for 4-Card BiNGO | 8 Gomes to Play 


)ver $1,000 in Cash Prizes 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more Sill 

Additional 5500 Cash Prize in aur Moirlhly fnrly Bird Drawing wlien 
you purchase your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retoil & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 






u 

_ Open daily l Oam to 4am I J.E. Irousquin 8lvd#47... 

583.5000 I tasinoalhambra.com 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE R CUBA I Bijoux Tenter Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS smjuuu i tasinoamamDra.com 

- ri-.4,-. ' . .. • „ 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Kimber¬ 
ley Richaidson of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba's loyal and friendly visi¬ 
tors as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. 
The Distinguished visitor certificate is 
presented on behalfofthe Minisberof 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation 
to the guests who visit Aruba 10 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honoreeswere David Camarra & 
Doreen Stowell-Camarra from Massa¬ 
chusetts, USA! This couple have been 
c o ming to the isla nd fo r 16 yea rs c on- 
secutively 

This lovely couple stated that they 
love the island very much, especially 
foritsyear-round sunny weather, nice 
sandy beaches, delicious variety of 
foods, and The Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Resort and staff. 

Ms. Richardson togetherwith the rep¬ 
resentatives of The Divi Aruba Phoe¬ 
nix Resort presented the certificate to 
the honorees, and also handed over 
some presents and thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite va¬ 
cation destination and astheirhome 
awayfrom homeO 
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Open daily iOom la 4am I J.E. frausquin Blvd #47 
583,5000 I casmoalhambra.com 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

rnrr ® 

Get a PR EC Alhambra T-Shirt 


playshqp 

c at -win 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - 


Guaranteed! • 


when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

; n J'Ci FV l A'’* ■. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 1 TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'ft CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Send us Your Home G teetings Video 

ORANJ ES1AD - Since a while Aiuba Today has a column called Aiuba To 
Me. Readeisaie invited to send theirfavorite vacation picture along with 
a text starting with "Aruba to me is..." The column grew in popularity 
making the editorial department happy seeing this interaction with our 
readers realized. 



It is wonderful to share the momentsof joy of our readers who are va¬ 
cationing here, butwe can also imagine thatthene are people home 
who stayed behind and who are being missed. Aruba Today would 
like to give the opportunity to you as an appreciated reader to send 
a live greeting to your beloved ones that stayed behind. It can be 
yourparent, child, sister, brother, neighborwho takescare ofthe cat, 
friends... name it. Now isyourchance, send usyourHome Greetings 
Video! 


What Do You Do 

The only thing you need to do is record a short (maximum 1 minute) 
video with a greeting to home from Aruba and send it to email news@ 
ambatoday.com. Also please write your name and where you are 
from a swell a show long you will be staying in Aruba. We will post your 
video on the Facebook page of Aruba Today! 


Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materia Is, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without com¬ 
pensation. 

Lastbutnot least: check out our website and FacebookpageiThank 
you forsupporting ourfree newspaper, we strive to make you a hap¬ 
py reader every day again.Q 
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Toronto Raptors guard Kyle 
Lowry, middle, gestures next 
to referee Marc Davis (8) near 
the front row offensduring the 
second half of Game 3 of bas¬ 
ketball's NBA Finals between 
the Golden State V\feniorsand 
the Raptois in Oakland, Calif., 
Wednesday, J une 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Equal 
treatment 
means 
more than 
justa 

suspension 

By DM DAHLBERG 

Mark Stevens will have 
to watch on TV when the 
arena he and his fellow in¬ 
vestors are building in San 
Francisco opens next sea¬ 
son with what they hope 
will be another champion¬ 
ship ring ceremony for the 
Golden State Warriors. 

The billionaire venture cap¬ 
italist's yearlong punish¬ 
ment for shoving Toronto's 
Kyle Lowry courtside during 
Game 3 of the NBA Finals 
came down quickly asthe 
NBA tried to get ahead of 
today's fast-moving news 
cycles. The NBA under¬ 
stood it had a public rela¬ 
tions — and player rela¬ 
tions — crisis on its hands, 
especially after an initial 
finals-long suspension drew 
scomon social media. And 
Stevens was also quick 
to apologize, though the 
mea culpa came in the 
form of a prepared state¬ 
ment. 

Continued on Rage 18 



Special team: Blues penalty kill 
has them on veige of Cup 


St Louis Blues goattenderjoidan Binnington skates to his position atthe start of Game 5 of the NHL hoc key Stanley Cup Final 
againstthe Boston Brains* Thursday, J une 6, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 
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Toronto Raptors? Kyle Lowery holds his hand to his lace as he answeis questions during a media 
conference Thuisday, J une 6, 2019, in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Ftaess 


Continued from Ffege 17 

Lowry apparently wasn't 
taking calls and, really, who 
could blame him. 

In the NBA's version of a 
perfect world, it would all 
be wrapped up before the 
playoff series moves back 
to Toronto. Adam Silver 
had to be hoping the sus¬ 
pension and $500,000 fine 
were severe enough to al¬ 
low the focus to return to 
basketball in a very com¬ 
petitive NBA Finals 
Well, guess what? They 
weren't. 

It's not enough to ban Ste¬ 
vens for a season for shov¬ 
ing and cursing Lowry af¬ 
ter the player crashed into 
courtside seats while chas¬ 
ing a loose ball in the Rap¬ 
tors win. 

He needs to be gone from 
the NBA forgood. 

That means no more court- 
side seats It means no 
more ownership stake. 
Because anything less 
means the NBA will be 
holding a team investor to 
a different standard than it 
would an average fan. 

No, one mistake doesn't 
define a person even if it's 
made on the biggest stage 
possible, with a national 
television audience looking 
on. And a Google checkof 
the Warriors investor shows 
him to be a charitable guy 
who has to be distraught 
about the way he acted in 
the heat of the moment. 
But wrong is wrong. And 
there's no place the NBA 


needs to be more proac¬ 
tive than among the court- 
side seats that not only 
bring fans into the middle 
of the action but at times 
right into the middle of 
p la ye rs the mse Ives 
Not just for regular fa ns, like 
the one who was banned 
from J azz gamesfor life af¬ 
termaking racial taunts at 
Russell Westbrook from his 
courtside seats in Salt Lake 
City during the regularsea- 
son. 

But for anyone who thinks 
being able to pay a lot of 
money for courtside seats 
means a ticket to be part 
of the action. 


This, of course, wasn't the 
first time a fan inserted him¬ 
self into the spotlight in the 
NBA playoffs. RapperDrake 
was all over social media 
after standing up and rub¬ 
bing Toronto coach Nick 
Nurse's shoulders during the 
seriesagainst Milwaukee. 
That, at least, was kind of 
cute. This was simply dis¬ 
gusting. 

The NBA should be grateful 
Lowry doesn't have a quick 
trigger. Because what 
was an ugly confrontation 
could have much worse 
had Lowry gone after Ste¬ 
vens the way Stevens went 
after him. 


Remember "Malice at the 
Palace," the 2004 game in 
Detroit where the former 
Ron Artest went into the 
stands to beat up a fan 
who threw a drink at him? 
A brawl breaking outcourt- 
side in the NBA Finals would 
have made that seem like 
a quibble. 

Instead, Lowry took the 
high road, and walked 
away. Instead of trying to 
settle things man to man 
on the spot, he left it in 
the hands of the Warriors 
and the league to make 
amends. 

"Kyle should get some type 
of bonusfornotdoing what 


every human would want 
to do," Raptors guard Fred 
VanVIeetsaid. 

For that alone, his opinion 
needs to be heard. And 
Lowry was not shy about 
saying what he thinks 
should be done. 

"A guy like that, showing his 
true class, he shouldn't be a 
part of our league," Lowry 
said. 'There's just no place 
for that." 

A lotofotherpeople agree, 
including the very players 
who most nights ply their 
craft on a 94-by-50 foot 
piece of hardwood sur¬ 
rounded by thousands of 
fanscrammed inasclosely 
ascan be. 

They're on display like in no 
other sport, close enough 
for fans to chat with them 
and close enoughto touch. 
But that doesn't mean curs¬ 
ing at them, and it doesn't 
mean shoving them when 
they happen to come your 
way. 

The average fan under¬ 
stands that, for the most 
part.That'sa big reasonwhy 
there haven't been more 
incidents over the years. 
The facta billionaire inves¬ 
tor in the team couldn't fig¬ 
ure it out is baffling at best, 
sheer arrogance at worst. 
Fortunately, though, there 
is a solution. 

Make the suspension indefi¬ 
nite. Force Stevens to sell 
his stake in the Warriors. 
Make a statement with a 
punishment everyone will 
understand .□ 


AP source: Keuchel, Braves reach 1-yea rdealfor a bout $13M 



In this Oct 16, 2018, file photo, Houston Astros starting pitcher 
Dallas Keuchel throws against the Boston Red Sox during the first 
inning in Game 3 of a baseball American League Champion¬ 
ship Series in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BUJM 
NEW YORK (AP) — Free 
agent pitcher Dallas 
Keuchel and the Atlanta 
Braves have agreed to a 
one-year contract that 
would pay the 2015 AL Cy 
Young Award winnerabout 
$13 million, a person famil¬ 
iar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press. 
The person spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity Thurs¬ 
day night because the 
agreement was subject to 
Keuchel passing a physi¬ 
cal, which is scheduled for 
Friday. 

Keuchel's contract would 
include a salary of about 
$21.21 million, and he 
would geta prorated share 
that amounts to approxi¬ 
mately $13 million because 
114 days will remain in the 


186-day season. 

A 31-year-old left-hander, 
Keuchel was 12-11 with a 
3.74 ERA in 34 sta rts la st sea - 


son for Houston and turned 
down a $17.9 million quali¬ 
fying offer in November. 

He has options remaining, 


allowing him to start his 
Braves tenure in the minors 
ashe buildsup arm strength 
and stamina. 

A two-time All-Star, Keuchel 
had 216 strikeouts during 
his Cy Young season but 
fanned only 153 batters last 
year, when he had a $13.2 
million, one-yeardeal. 

He is 76-63 with a 3.66 ERA 
in seven major league sea¬ 
sons, a II with the Astros. 
Some teams were reluc¬ 
tant to sign him because 
of a drop in recent years in 
some of hisadvanced met¬ 
rics, such as percentage of 
swings and misses. 

Interest increased begin¬ 
ning Monday, when the 
amateur draft started and 
a club signing him no lon¬ 
ger had to give up one or 
two draftpicksand possibly 


international signing bonus 
pool allocation. 

The New York Yankees of¬ 
fered a prorated share of 
the $17.9 million qualifying 
offer amount (about $11 
million), a person familiar 
with their proposal said. 
That person spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause New York's offer was 
not made public. 

After winning their first NL 
East title last year since 
2013, the Braves are 33-29, 
two games behind first- 
place Philadelphia. 
Atlanta's all 28-and-under 
rotation thus far has been 
led by 21-year-old rookie 
right-hander Mike Soroka, 
who is6-1 with a 1.41 ERA in 
nine starts, and 25-year-old 
lefty Max Fried, who is 7-3 
with a 3.68 ERAO 
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Pebble givesMic kelson last bestc hance atelusive IJSOpen 


By EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 

There was the hospitality 
tent at Winged Foot. 

There was Payne and the 
pagerat Pinehurst. 

There was a near-miss at 
Merion. 

To list all of Phil Mic kelson's 
close calls, meltdownsand 
shortfalls at the U.S. Open is 
to peer into a particularly 
tortured chapter of the his¬ 
tory of one of golf's great¬ 
est champions. 

More uplifting are the sto¬ 
ries from Mic kelson's five 
tour victories at Pebble 
Beach — including one 
earlier this year. 

It's what makes Mic kelson's 
trip next week to Pebble 
all that much more tan¬ 
talizing. It's his chance to 
finally win the tournament 
he's wanted so badly — 
maybe too badly — at a 
course teeming with history 
and good vibesfornotonly 
himself, but for his family 
and for the game itself. It's 
a week during which the 
five-time majorwinner, who 
turns 49 on the day of the 
final round, will come face 
to face with what could be 
his last, best chance to win 
the U.S. Open. 

And become the sixth play¬ 
er to complete the career 
Grand Slam. 

"No," Mickelson said when 
asked if he felt pressure to 
capture the final leg of the 
slam in order to enhance 
his legacy. "It's just that it 
would be pretty special to 
be part of the elite play¬ 
ers that have won all four. 
To me, that's the sign of a 
complete game." 

It's hard to argue Mickelson 
hasn't proven he has the 
game to win a U.S. Open. 
He hasplayed in 25ofthem 
as a professional, finished 
in the top 10 in 10, and 
finished runner-up in six of 
those. And yet, the defining 
trait of America's national 
championship is that it de¬ 
livers the ultimate examina¬ 
tion of every part of a play¬ 
ers game. That includes 
the mental and emotional 
approach — and, it follows 
that a big piece of that 
puzzle is the ability to stay 
cool and make good de¬ 
cisions when the lights are 
the brightest. 

To many, Mic kelson's putt¬ 



ln this Feb. 11,2019, file photo, Phil Mickelson poses with his trophy on the 18th green of the Pebble 
Beach Golf links after winning the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am golf tournament in Pebble Beach, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


sweeping debacle at Shin- 
necocklastj une, where he 
finished 48th, was a culmi¬ 
nation of a quarter-centu¬ 
ry's worth of frustration from 
a player fed up with the 
vagaries of the USGA's pe¬ 
rennial course-setup con¬ 
troversies, to say nothing of 
the long, star-crossed histo¬ 
ry he has written for himself 
in the major he has valued 
the most. 

But if there was a single 
20-minute stretch that de¬ 
fines Mickelson at the U.S. 
Open, it would be the 
18th hole at Winged Foot 
in 2006. He carried a one- 
shot lead into final hole. His 
driver — Mickelson hit only 
two fairways the final round 
— bounced off a hospital¬ 
ity tent, well left of the fair¬ 
way and behind a phalanx 
of trees that blocked his 
path to the green. Instead 
of punching out, trying to 
save par for the win or bo¬ 
gey fora playoff, he went 
for it. He dismissed the odds 
and chose against making 
what looked like the "smart" 
play, much the way he has 
throughout a career of all- 
or-nothing risk taking that 


haspaid offasoftenasnot. 
The ba II hit a tree and ba re¬ 
ly went 25 yards. Mickelson 
made double bogey and 
lost by one. 

"I still am in shock that I did 
that. I just can't believe that 
I did that," Mickelson said 
afterward. "I am such an 
idiot." 

There were close calls 
both before and after that 
blow-up, starting in 1999 
at Pinehurst, when Mickel¬ 
son brought a pager with 
him in case his expect¬ 
ing wife, Amy, went into 
labor with the couple's 
first child, Amanda. She 
didn't. Mickelson played 
all four rounds His loss to 
Payne Stewart after Stew¬ 
art made and Mickelson 
missed clutch putts on the 
final three holes didn't feel 
all that devastating at the 
time. Though the loss kept 
him without a major title, 
he was 29: Mickelson was 
on the verge of becoming 
a father. Father Time was 
only a faint apparition. 
Mickelson's most recent 
second-place finish — in 
fact, his last showing in the 
top 25 at the U.S. Open — 


came in 2013 at Merion. He 
carried the outright lead 
into the final day for the first 
time, but played the last six 
holes in 3 over in an even¬ 
tual loss to J ustin Rose. 

He has three Masters titles, 
one British Open, one PGA 
Championship and nothing 
to show from the U.S. Open 
but a silver medal — a re¬ 
cord sixofthem. 

Nobody with access to a 
calendar will miss the irony 
in that next year, on the 
same week Mickelson turns 
50 and becomes eligible 
for the senior tour, the U.S. 
Open will return to Winged 
Foot. 

But first... Pebble Beach. 
Nobody haswon more tro¬ 
phies at the tournament 
known in its formative years 
simply as the Bing Crosby 
Clambake. And if Mickel¬ 
son feels at home on the 
shores of the Monterey 
Peninsula, it makes sense. 
His mother's father, Al San¬ 
tos, grew up in the area, 
and even had a caddy¬ 
ing gig at Pebble when it 
opened 100 years ago, in 
1919. Mickelson marks his 
ball with the 1900 silver dol¬ 


lar his grandfather kept in 
his pocket to remind him 
that he wasn't poor. 
Mickelson made hispro de¬ 
but in the 1992 U.S. Open 
at Pebble Beach, where 
he opened with a 68 and 
was two out of the lead, 
but shot 81 on Friday to miss 
the cut. After his fifth victory 
there in February, a win that 
marked No. 44 for his ca¬ 
reer, Mickelson was asked 
about his history, and his fu¬ 
ture, atthe course. 

"I really don't think there's 
any carry-over from here to 
the U.S. Open. It's a totally 
different golf course," he 
said, a nod to the dry-and- 
crispy conditions in June, 
to say nothing of what the 
USGA usually doesto its U.S. 
Open layouts. "I just really 
enjoy this place. I seem to 
play some of my best golf 
here and that's probably 
about it." 

And so, the questions re¬ 
main: Can he play his best 
golf there once again? 

And if so, will it be enough 
to win a championship that 
has cruelly uncovered ev¬ 
ery flaw in his game, and 
turned him into Patient No. 
1 on the day after Father's 
Da y fo r eve ry a rmc ha ir psy¬ 
chologist or Monday morn¬ 
ing quarterback who ever 
put a tee in the ground? 

If he does win it, will it 
change Mickelson's place 
in golf history? He's already 
in good company, one of 
12 players, including Arnold 
Palmer, Lee Trevino, Tom 
Watson and Byron Nelson, 
to win three of the four legs 
of the modem slam. (Sam 
Snead is the only other 
whose missing title is the 
U.S. Open). 

But there's a chance Mick¬ 
elson could find himself in 
even bettercompany — as 
in, the company of the ca¬ 
reer Grand Slam winners: 
Gene Sarazen, Ben Hogan, 
Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus 
and TigerWoods. 

At least one more good 
chance. "No matter what, 
he'sgoing to be one ofthe 
greatest players that's ever 
played this game," Woods 
said. "How he's viewed and 
whetherhe wins the career 
Grand Slam or not, I still 
think he's one of the best 
players to ever pick up a 
golf club.'□ 
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St lx>uis Blues vs 
Boston Bruins 



St Louis Bluest Vince Dunn, left checks Boston Bruins' Joakim Nordstrom, of Sweden, during the 
second period in Game 5 of the NHL hoc key Stanley C up final, Thursday, J une 6, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hoc key Writer 

Something is missing from 
Boston's power play. 

The uninterrupted puck 
movement and cross-ice 
passes to a wide-open Da¬ 
vid Pastmak aren't there 
anymore. Torey Krug isn't 
getting the chance to fire 
away from the top. Patrice 
Bergeron isn't dominating 
between the faceoff cir¬ 
cleslike before. 

Boston rode its power play 
to a 2-1 lead in the Stanley 
Cup Final. Since then, the 
St. Louis Blues have shutout 
the most effective power- 
play unit in more than 30 
years and held the Bruins' 
best players in check, too. 
The Blues' power play has 
been nothing special, but 
their penalty kill is a major 
reason why St. Louis has 
won two straight to earn 
a chance to claim the first 
NHL championship in fran¬ 
chise history at home Sun¬ 
day night in Game 6. 

St. Louis has gone from be¬ 
ing the playoffs' least-pe¬ 
nalized team through three 
rounds to something else 
entirely. The Blues are bor¬ 
derline undisciplined, rely¬ 
ing on targeted toughness 


to beat up and disrupt the 
Bruins It's working. Since al¬ 
lowing six power-play goals 
ea rly in the fina I a nd letting 
the Bruins go 4-for-4 on four 
shots in Game 3, the Blues 
have made five successful 
penalty kills. 

Suddenly Boston's most 
valuable weapon isquiet. 
"We're staying tight to 
each other," Blues penalty 
killer Oskar Sundqvist said. 
'We're not letting them 
pass through the seams 
and shootfromthetop and 
things like that. We're mak¬ 
ing it harder on them and 
keeping them on the out¬ 
side. We just need to keep 
doing the same thing and 
we're probably going to be 
fine if we do that." 
Notjustfine. Ifthiskeepsup, 
they could be Stanley Cup 
champions 

Game 3 was sueh an eye- 
opener of how good Bos¬ 
ton's power play is that 
many wondered if the 
Bruins were just going to 
steamroll the Blues and win 
the series in five games. But 
Sundqvist was suspended 
that game and goalten- 
derJordan Binnington has 
shown serious resolve since 
then. Blues coach Craig 


Berube also has made ad- 
justmentsto counterBoston 
coach Bruce Cassidy'sspe- 
c ia I tea ms. 

'They really like using seam 
passes and things like that, 
and I thought we were tight 
and doing a good job with 
our sticks and doing a real 
good job on our stand at 
the blue line on their break¬ 
outs and breaking plays 
up,"Berube said. 

Boston's power play had 
been converting over 30% 
— a clip that could have 


been the second-highest 
all-time for a Cup cham¬ 
pion — and was drawing 
comparisons to the New 
York Islanders' 1980sdynas¬ 
ty that featured Mike Bossy, 
Denis Potvin, Clark Gillies 
and BryanTrottier. 

"Back then it was more 
drop-off, backdoor, over¬ 
load ... a lot more point 
shots," Cassidy said. "Little 
more low-to-high driven 
net-on-net, whereas now 
I think you see a lot more 
power plays, certainly al¬ 


ways the half wall is a big 
thing. But I would guess 
more net-front tips, re¬ 
bounds back then. Now 
it's more one-timer, seam 
passes." 

Krug considers Cassidy a 
power-play mastermind, 
and that will be tested with 
the Bruins facing elimina¬ 
tion Sunday forthe first time 
since Game 7 in the first 
round against Toronto. 

"I think in zone, they've 
been tight," Cassidy said of 
the BluesQ 


GymnaStic sc oac h underrestrictionsformisc onduc tc la im 



In this J une 30, 2016 photo, coach J ohn Holman works with a 
gymnast at Fteikettes National GymnasticsTiaining Center in Al¬ 
lentown, Pa. 

Associated Ftess 


Associated Press 
ALLENTOWN, Pa. (AP) — 
The organization tasked 
with policing abuse in 
Olympic sports has barred 
a Pennsylvania gymnastics 
coach from being around 
minors unsupervised while it 
investigates a misconduct 
claim. 

John Holman's interim re¬ 
striction issued by the U.S. 
Center for SafeSport is a 
requirement when such al- 
legationsare reported, ac¬ 
cording to USA Gymnastics. 
Holman has coached for 
a bout 40 years at Parkettes 
Gymnastics Club, which 
has trained thousands of 
gymnasts including several 
Olympians. 

Messages seeking com¬ 
ment left at the club and 
at the 66-year-old Holman's 


home weren't returned Fri¬ 
day. 

The U.S. Center for SafeS¬ 
port is investigating the al¬ 
legations. 

No details about the al¬ 
legation are given in the 
restriction notice. A spokes¬ 
woman for Lehigh County 
District Attorney J im Martin 
told The Allentown Morning 
Call his office is not aware 
of allegations against Hol¬ 
man. 

The bylaw cited asgrounds 
forthe restriction refers ex¬ 
clusively to sexual miscon¬ 
duct, but USA Gymnastics 
said it could also refer to 
non-sexual misconduct al¬ 
legations. The organiza- 
tion'swebsite wasupdated 
Friday to include a line that 
the bylaw is listed for any 
matter, not just sexual mis¬ 


conduct. The Morning Call 
reported that the website 
wasupdated after its initial 
story on Holman. Leslie A. 
King, a representative for 
USA Gymnastics, said web¬ 
site updates had been in 
the works for so me time. 
Holman told the Orange 
County Register earlier this 
week he was unaware of 
the allegation and didn't 
commit sexual misconduct. 
Last year, The Morning Call 
reported that former U.S. 
National Team member 
Jessica Armstrong said she 
was sexually abused by 
a coach while training at 
Parkettes in the late 1970s 
or early 1980s The coach 
Armstrong accused, who 
wasn't named, has not 
worked for the club since 
the 1980sQ 
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Something new: A Rene h Open final for Baity, Vondrousova 


By HOWARD FENDRIC H 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Ash Ba rty wo n 
17 of the initial 18 points in 
her French Open semifinal 
against 17-year-old Aman¬ 
da Anisimova to lead 5-0 
after 12 minutes — and yet 
somehow lost that set. 

Barty then lost the initial 12 
points of the second set to 
trail 3-0 — and yet some¬ 
how won it. 

So it was fitting, perhaps, 
that Barty not only fell be¬ 
hind by a break in the de¬ 
ciding set before coming 
back to take control, but 
also that she required a 
half-dozen match points to 
finally close things out. 
Barty, an Australian seed¬ 
ed No. 8, reached her first 
Grand Slam final by steady¬ 
ing herself and emerging to 
beat Anisimova, an Ameri¬ 
can ranked 51st, by a score 
of 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-3 in a topsy¬ 
turvy contest on a windy, 
rainy Friday. 

"I played some really good 
tennis. I played some pretty 
awful tennis," said Barty, 
a 23-year-old who took 
nearly two yearsawayfrom 
the sport starting in 2014 to 
switch to cricket before re¬ 
turning to the tour. 

"I'm just proud of myself the 
way I wasable to fightand 
scrap and hang in there 
and find a way," she said, 
"when I kind of threw away 
that first set." 

After ending Anisimova's 
breakthrough run, Barty 
now takes on another un¬ 
seeded teen forthe cham¬ 
pionship Saturday: 19-year- 
old Marketa Vondrousova 
of the Czech Republic. 
Vondrousova, ranked just 
38th, reached her first ma¬ 
jor final by overcoming a 
shaky start in each set and 
eliminating No. 26J ohanna 
Konta of Britain 7-5, 7-6 (2). 
Vondrousova has not 
dropped a set in the tour¬ 
nament and can become 
the first teenagerto win the 
French Open since Iva Ma- 
joli in 1997. 

"Best week of my life so 
far,"Vondrousova said. "I'm 
just very happy with every¬ 
thing." 

That was Barty's mood at 
the outset of her semifinal, 
which then took quite a 
turn. Several, actually. 

With Anisimova serving 



Australia'sAshleigh Baity celebrates winning hersemifinal match ofthe French Open tennis tour- 
namentagainst Amanda Anisimova ofthe U.S in three sets 7-6 (7-4), 6-3, 6-3, at the Roland Gar¬ 
ros stadium in Fferis, Friday, J une 7, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


down 0-5, 15-40, Barty held 
two sets points. From there, 
Anisimova began playing 
the way she did in herquar- 
terfinal upset of defending 
champion Simona Halep 
— and Barty suddenly lost 
her way. Anisimova took 
six consecutive games. In 
the tiebreaker, more ofthe 
same: Barty went up 4-2, 
but Anisimova collected 
the lastfive points 
"Pretty tough to come to 
terms with," Barty said of her 
first-set collapse. "Probably 
never done that to myself 
before." 

When Anisimova claimed 
that set with a forehand 
winner, she raised both 
arms aloft, looking like 
someone who had just 
won the entire match. Not 
quite, kid. 

Still, that momentum car¬ 
ried her to a lead in the 
second set, before Barty 
went on a seven-game run 
of herown to go ahead 1-0 
in the third. 

Not ready to quit, Anisi¬ 
mova broke to lead 2-1 
and had just fended off 
three break points when, at 
deuce, hercoach signaled 
from the stands that play 
should stop because the 
rain picked up. Anisimova 
paused while the chair 
umpire climbed down to 
check whether the lines 
were slippery, but deter¬ 
mined playcould continue. 
The little pause might have 


been enough to break Ani¬ 
simova's concentration. 
Sure played as if it did. 

Barty broke there and went 
on a four-game burst. As 
the match slipped away, 
Anisimova had distress writ¬ 
ten all over her face. After 
one lost point, she clutched 
herracket a gainst here hest 
like a pillow. After another, 
she balled up her right 
hand into a fist and landed 
a punch on each thigh. 
"She just outplayed me, ba¬ 
sic ally,"Anisimova said. 
Vondrousova did not start 


her major semifinal debut 
well, either. She double- 
faulted twice in the open¬ 
ing game while ceding the 
first 10 points, and faced 
three set points down 5-3. 
On Konta'sfirst chance, she 
badly missed a swinging 
forehand volley. 
'That'swhatl would do nine 
times out of 10. And prob¬ 
ably nine times out of 10, it 
probably would go in,"Kon¬ 
ta said. "I definitely don't re¬ 
gret anything." 

Perhaps, but she never re¬ 
covered in that set. And in 


the second, Konta again 
blew a 5-3 edge. 

Konta, the only member of 
the women's final four with 
previous Grand Slam semi¬ 
final experience, is now 0-3 
in that round at majors. This 
time, she was undone by 
Vondrousova, a left-hand¬ 
er who appears to possess 
every shot there is, with an 
enviable variety of speeds 
and angles. 

"She's a tricky player," Kon¬ 
ta said. 'That's what she 
does well." 

The semifinals were played 
in difficult conditions, in 
drizzle, wind that reached 
12 mph (20 kph) and tem¬ 
peratures of about 60 
degrees (15 Celsius). The 
matches also were played 
at unusual courts— sched¬ 
uling that was criticized by 
women's tennis tour CEO 
Steve Simon as "unfair and 
inappropriate." 

Normally, all French Open 
singles semifinals are held 
in Court Philippe C ha trier, 
with the women on Thurs¬ 
day and men on Friday. 
But after a full day of play 
was washed out by rain 
Wednesday, tournament 
officials shuffled the sched¬ 
ule. The women's semifinals 
were held simultaneously 
at the second- and third - 
biggest courts at Roland 
Garros instead ofthe main 
stadium, starting just after 
11 a.mO 


Renchwoman Rappart promoted 
to referee in top division 

PARIS (AP) — The French 
soccer league has pro¬ 
moted Stephanie Frappart 
to referee fulltime in the 
country's top division next 
season. 

The 35-year-old Frappart 
became the first wom¬ 
an to referee a top-flight 
match in France when tak¬ 
ing charge ofthe Amiens- 
Strasbourg game in April. 

Frappart says "I'm proud 
and honored about this 
nomination," adding that 
she hopesherexample en¬ 
courages "young girls and In this Sunday, April 28,2019 file photo, Rene h referee Stephanie 
women to take up referee- Frappart gestures during the French League One soccermatch 
ing." She will also referee at between Amiens and Strasbourg attheStadede la licomesta- 
this year's Women's World dium in Amiens France. 

Cup in FranceO Associated Press 
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Belmont will bring end to entertaining Triple C town 



By TOM CANA VAN 
AP Sports WAiter 
NEW YORK (AP) — There's 
been a buzz about thor¬ 
oughbred racing since 
the Kentucky Derby and it 
just might increase when 
the "What if?" Triple Crown 
comes to an end with the 
Belmont Stakes. 

Think a bout it. 

What if Maximum Security, 
the first co It a cross the finish 
line, had not interfered with 
eventual Preakness winner 
Warof Will at the top of the 
stretch in the Derby? 

The incident led to a much- 
debated disqualification of 
Maximum Security that got 
people talking about horse 
racing. 

What if a loose horse in the 
Preakness had n't overshad¬ 
owed War of Will's victory 
two weeks later at Pimlico 
in Maryland? 

What will come next in the 
Belmont? 

Maybe it's trainer Mark 
Casse's War of Will winning 
the final leg in the IV 2 mile 
Belmont Saturday for two 
thirdsof the Triple Crown. 

Of course, that would lead 
to: 'What if War of Will had 
not been fouled in Der¬ 
by?' Might he have joined 
American Pharoah (2015) 
a nd J ustify (la st yea r) a s re¬ 
cent Triple Crowns winners? 


Casse insists his colt 
would've had a shot to win 
had he not been fouled. 
The questions and the 
chatter will go on. But that's 
positive fora sport dealing 
with a recent slew of thor¬ 
oughbred deaths at tracks 
around the country. 


"Ithinkthishasbeen a great 
Triple Crown for racing," 
said trainer Dale Romans, 
who is saddling long shot 
Everfast for the Belmont. 
"It's not a negative that's on 
TV. Its controversial issues 
on TV. If it was a negative 
issue, it would be differ¬ 


ent. Controversy is good. 
People love controversy, 
and it's got people talking 
about the game that had 
no idea about it." 

The Belmont will have a 
field of 10. Tacitus and War 
of Will are clearly the colts 
to beat. 


Trainer Bill Mott's Tacitus 
hasn't raced since being 
placed third in the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby. The colt also 
will have somewhat of a 
home-ice advantage since 
he regularly trains on the 
track known as "Big Sandy." 
The colt is sired byTapit, the 
father of three of the last 
five Belmont winners. 

M ott is c a utio usly 0 ptimistic 
about hischances 
Wa r of Will is ra c ing fo r the 
third time in five weeks. He 
is the only colt to compete 
in all three of the Triple 
Crown races this year. 

"I have less concern about 
that now than if you had 
asked me that question 
two orthree daysafterthe 
Preakness," Casse said. "I 
would have said that is a 
huge concern. We know 
that horse pretty well and 
we think he is ready." 

There are other interesting 
stories that could emerge 
Saturday. 

The third choice in the race 
is Master Fencerat 8-1. The 
colt is looking to become 
the first horse bred, based 
or owned by Japanese 
connections to win the 
Belmont. Roman's Everfast, 
who finished second in the 
Preakness at 29-1, will be 
looking for only his second 
win in 12 careerstartsO 


Neymarto tesIHy about posting 
accusers photos 


— 



Brazilian soccer player Neymargivesa thumbs up after speak¬ 
ing Id journalists as he leaves a police station where he spoke to 
police in Rio de J aneiio, Brazil, Thursday, J une 6, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By MAURIC IO SAVARESE 
Associated Press 
BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Rio 

de Janeiro police said 
Thursday that soccer star 
Neymar was expected to 
testify soon in an investiga¬ 
tion linked to a woman's 
rape allegation against 
him. 

The Brazilian soccer con¬ 
federation reported earlier 


that Neymar had received 
a subpoena to speak with 
authorities Friday about his 
posting on social media of 
images and messages of 
the accuserwithout herau- 
thorization in possible viola¬ 
tion of heronline privacy. 
The rape case is being in¬ 
vestigated separately in 
Sao Paulo, where the wom¬ 
an filed a formal complaint 


with police Friday alleging 
that Neymar raped her in a 
Paris hotel room May 15. 
Neyma r denies a ny wrong¬ 
doing. After word of the 
woman's allegation be¬ 
came known, the player 
shared social media posts 
meant to show that the ac¬ 
cuser had sent friendly him 
messages following the al¬ 
leged rape. 

Neymar departed from the 
Brazil national team's ho¬ 
tel in the capital of Brasilia 
on Thursday and boarded 
a jet shortly afterward. He 
left the squad because af- 
terinjuring his right ankle in 
a friendly match against 
Qataron Wednesday held 
asa warmup forthe Copa 
America soccer tourna¬ 
ment. 


The accuser, Najila Trin- 
dade,a 26-year-old model, 
made her first public com¬ 
ments about her change 
this week, telling two Brazil¬ 
ian television stations that 
Neymarraped herand en¬ 
gaged in "aggression," or 
physical violence. 

The Associated Press 
doesn't name alleged sex¬ 
ual assault victims unless 
they make their identities 
public, which Trindade did 
in the TV interviews. 

She told the SBT channel 
that Neymar became ag¬ 
gressive after she refused 
to have unprotected sex 
with him. She said the play¬ 
er had sexual intercourse 
with her despite her refusal 
and hit her repeatedly. 

"I said: 'Stop it, stop it, stop 


it.' He did not communi¬ 
cate, he just acted," Trin¬ 
dade said. 

Meanwhile, a video 
emerged on social me¬ 
dia Thursday night that 
appears to show Neymar 
and his accuser in a physi¬ 
cal altercation. It is unclear 
how orwhen the video was 
made, and the AP has no 
way of verifying it. 

Neymar da Siva Santos, 
Neymar'sfatherand agent, 
said the new video is evi¬ 
dence that his son was set 
up by Trindade. 

Trindade denied that dur¬ 
ing herTV appearances. "I 
wouldn't expose myself this 
way to take money from 
Neymar. There is no logic, 
there is no sense," she told 
one interviewed^ 
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More European clubs oppose plan to overhaul Champions league 



Liverpool's) ordan Henderson lifts the trophy to celebrate with his teammates winning the Cham¬ 
pions league final soccer match between Ibttenham Hotspur and Liverpool atthe Wanda Metro- 
politano Stadium in Madrid, Saturday, J une 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 


PARIS (AP) — Teams from 
France, Germany, Italy, 
Portugal and Switzerland 
have added their voices 
to concerns a bout plans to 
transform the Champions 
League. 

Asmore than 150 European 
Club Association members 
met Friday in Malta, Ihe 
Associated Press obtained 
statements from executives 
at Sc ha Ike, Lazio, Sa int-Eti- 
enne, Monaco, Bordeaux, 
Braga, Basel and Young 
Boys expressing opposition 
to the Champions League 
becoming a largely closed 
competition. 

Ihe expressions of dissent 
follow the Premier League 
announcing that England's 
20 clubs all opposed the 
club-driven concept pre¬ 
sented by UEFA in recent 
talks with the European 
Leaguesgroup and nation¬ 
al federations. 

There is a Iso a split in Spain 
, where seven of the coun¬ 
try's nine EC A members a re 
part of the resistance. Bar¬ 
celona and Real Madrid 
appear to remain behind 
the organization. Both clubs 
have seats on the board. 
The EC A, which is led by 


J uventus cha irrnan Andrea 
Agnelli, has pushed for 24 
out of 32 group tea ms start¬ 
ing in 2024 to return the fol¬ 
lowing season. It could re¬ 
move much of the intrigue 
in domestic leagues, where 
there isa chase forEurope- 
an qualification places. 


The concept circulating 
since March also calls for 
eight-team groups instead 
of four, guaranteeing 
clubs 14 games before the 
knockout rounds instead of 
the current six. 

One option to find space in 
a congested calendar for 


more Champions League 
games is cutting 20-team 
national leagues — such 
asthe Premier League, the 
Spanish league and Serie 
A — to a s few a s 16 tea ms. 
Smaller leagues risk having 
less commercial value. 
From Germany, Sc ha Ike 


chief executive Peter Pe¬ 
ters said "we need now to 
start with a blank page" by 
abandoning the current 
concept. 

"We need to gua ra ntee the 
long-term sporting as well 
economic sustainability of 
both the national champi¬ 
onships and the European 
competitions," Lazio presi- 
dentClaudio Lotito said. 
Agnelli said at a newscon- 
ference in Malta that "it is 
not an easy task" to reach 
agreement. The UEFA-led 
consultation would likely 
reach decisions no earlier 
than a December meeting 
of its executive committee. 
"If 70 to 80% of the constitu¬ 
ency will be satisfied with 
the result, it's going to be 
a very good result," Agnelli 
said, calling on his mem¬ 
bers to "engage positively 
with intellectual honesty" 
shaping European soccer. 
The new plan would pro¬ 
mote and relegate teams 
between the Champions 
League with the Eunopa 
League, which would have 
similar locked-in places 
and movement with a new 
third-tier competition start¬ 
ing in 20210 


Rakistan, Sri Lanka share points in IstwashoutatWDrid Cup 



Ground slaffwoikto clear water off the outfield priorto the Cricket VUbrid Cup match between 
Rakistan and Sri Lanka, at Bristol County Ground, in Bristol, Bigland, Biday J une 7, 2019. 

Associated Bess 


By BRIAN CHURCH 
Associated Press 
BRISTOL, England (AP) — 

The Cricket World Cup had 
its first washout on Friday, 
with rain preventing any 
ball being bowled in the 
group match between 
Pa kista n a nd Sri La nka. 

The 11th game of the tour¬ 
nament always looked 
under threat on Day 9 af¬ 
ter persistent rain in the 
morning at Bristol's County 
Ground. 

The rain started to ease 
around noon and condi¬ 
tions had improved at the 
time of a pitch inspection, 
with occasional sunshine, 
but umpires decided the 
ground was too wet. The 
decision was announced 
shortly after3:45 p.m. local 
time (1445 GMT). 

It was only the second fix¬ 
ture a cross five men'sC tick¬ 
et World Cup tournaments 
in England, dating back to 
1975, that not a single ball 
wasbowled in a game. 


Hundreds of Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka fans, draped in 
their country's colors, had 
hoped at least for a re¬ 
duced, 20-over match but 
took the decision well. Sri 
Lanka supporters have al¬ 
ready seen one rain-inter¬ 


rupted game, where the 
1996 champions beat Af¬ 
ghanistan in Cardiff. 

Pa kista n a nd Sri La nka went 
into the game with a win 
and a loss, and now each 
geta pointforthe washout. 
Sri Lanka will value that 


point more than its oppo¬ 
nent. Pakistan had won 
all seven of their previous 
CWC completed match¬ 
es with Sri Lanka, includ¬ 
ing three in England and 
Wa les. 

Sri Lanka's next game is 


against Bangladesh here 
Tuesday. Pakistan playsde- 
fending champion Austra¬ 
lia in Taunton the following 
day. Pakistan had ended 
a run of 11 straight losses in 
one-day internationals by 
beating top-ranked Eng¬ 
land by 14 runs in a thriller 
at Trent Bridge on Mon¬ 
day. That impressive per¬ 
formance came after its 
second-lowest World Cup 
total of 105 in a shambolic 
opening loss to West Indies 
"As a tea m we rea lly wa nt- 
ed to play this match espe¬ 
cially aftergaining momen¬ 
tum with the win against 
England," Pakistan captain 
Sarfaraz Ahmed said. "It is 
unfortunate that we were 
notable to play. 

'We have great team spirit 
and ourconfidence ison a 
high afterbeating England. 
We would want to carry 
the momentum into the re¬ 
maining games We won't 
relax in our remaining six 
matches'O 
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Stranger in the kitchen: Walmartto deliver inside homes 



In this Nov. 9, 2018, file photo, a box of mete handise is unloaded fiom a true k and sent along a 
conveyor belt at a WalmartSuperc enter in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE D'INNOC EN20 

Associated ness 

NEW YORK (AP) — How 

much do you trust a strang- 
erwith yourfridge? 

Walmart is now offering to 
have one of its employees 
deliver fresh groceries and 
put them in your refrigera- 
torwhen you're not home. 
The nation's largest grocer 
said that it will be offering 
the service this fa II formore 
than one million customers 
in three cities: Pittsburgh, 
Kansas City, Missouri, and 
Vero Beach, Florida. Later 
this year, the service, called 
InHome Delivery, will also 
accept returns for items 
purchased on Walmart. 
com. 

The new service, an¬ 
nounced Friday ahead of 
Walmart's annual share¬ 
holders' meeting in Fayette¬ 
ville, Arka nsa s, is pa rt of the 
company's drive to expand 
its shop ping options that in¬ 
clude curbside pickup and 
online grocery delivery and 
caterto time-starved shop¬ 
pers. 

And itcomesasthe world's 
largest retailer is locked in 
an arms race with online 


leader Amazon.com to 
bring packages faster and 
fasterto customers' homes. 
Amazon offersa similarser- 
vice in certain cities, drop¬ 
ping off packages inside 
homes, garages or car 
trunks But its service does 
not delivergroceries. 

'We will learn and then we 
will scale from there," Doug 
McMillon, Walmart CEO 


told the crowd of Walmart 
workers and shareholders 
on Friday at the University 
of Arkansas' Bud Walton 
arena. 

Two years ago, Walmart 
tested a similar service in 
the Silicon Valley area but 
teamed up with delivery 
startup Deliv and worked 
with August Home, makers 
of smart locks and smart 


home accessories, Thattest 
hassince been stopped. 
With Walmart's new service, 
customers place a grocery 
delivery order online and 
then select InHome Deliv¬ 
ery and a delivery day at 
checkout. 

Walmart workers will use 
smartentry technology and 
a proprietary wearable 
camera to access the cus¬ 


tomer's home. That allows 
shoppers to control access 
into their home and give 
them the ability to watch 
the delivery remotely. 
Walmart said that the work¬ 
ers will go through an ex¬ 
tensive training program 
to prepare them for things 
like how to select the fresh¬ 
est groceries and how best 
to organize the refrigerator. 
Workers need to be with 
the company for at least 
one year. Walmart de¬ 
clined to give specifics on 
the technology. It said that 
ahead of the launch it will 
share the fee details for the 
delivery service, which in 
addition to fresh food will 
include grocery essentials 
suchascanned pearsand 
peanut butter. 

The last mile from a trans¬ 
portation hub to someone's 
home has been the key lo¬ 
gistical hurdle for delivery 
services. 

"Now, we can serve cus¬ 
tomers not in just the last 
mile, but in the last 15 feet," 
wrote Marc Lore, CEO 
of Walmart's U.S. e-com- 
merce division, in a corpo¬ 
rate blog post.Q 


Facebook stops Huawei from pie-installing appson phones 



In this Tuesday, May 21, 2019 file photo, a member of the media tries out new Huawei Honor 20 
series of phones following their global launch in London. 

Associated Press 


By KELVIN CHAN 
Associated Piess 
LONDON (AP) — Facebook 
said Friday it has stopped 
letting its apps come pre¬ 
installed on smartphones 
sold by Huawei in order 
to comply with U.S. restric¬ 
tions, a move that deals a 
fresh blow to the Chinese 
tech giant. 

The social network said it 
has suspended providing 
software for Huawei to put 
on its devices while it re¬ 
views recently introduced 
U.S. sanctions 
Owners of existing Huawei 
smartphones that already 
have Facebook apps can 
continue to use them and 
download updates 
Facebook said people 
who have Huawei phones 
or buy new ones will still be 
able to download Face- 
book on theirown. 

Fa c ebook's move is the lat¬ 
est fallout in the escalating 
U.S.-China tech feud. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 


ment last month effectively 
barred U.S.companiesfrom 
selling their technology to 
Huawei and other Chinese 
firms without government 
approval. China's Com¬ 


merce Ministry responded 
this week by warning it 
would release its own list of 
"unreliable"foreign compa¬ 
nies in the nearfuture. 

U.S. officials are pressing 


their global campaign to 
blacklist Huawei, the world's 
No. 1 network equipment 
provider and second-larg¬ 
est smartphone maker. 
They say Beijing could use 


the company'sproductsfor 
cyberespionage, though 
they haven't presented evi¬ 
dence of intentional spy¬ 
ing. 

"We are reviewing the 
Commerce Department's 
final rule and the more re¬ 
cently issued temporary 
general license and tak¬ 
ing steps to ensure com¬ 
pliance," Facebook said, 
referring to a 90-day grace 
period allowing continued 
support of existing Huawei 
equipment. 

Huawei declined to com¬ 
ment. 

Google, which makes the 
Android operating sys¬ 
tem used by Huawei, has 
already said that while it 
would continue to support 
existing Huawei phones, 
future devices won't come 
with its flagship apps and 
services, including maps, 
Gmail and search. Only 
basic services would be 
available forfuture versions 
of Android .□ 
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Uz Weston: Lets get neal about health costs in retirement 



This April 2017, file photo provided by Nerd Wallet shows Uz Weston, a columnist for personal fi¬ 
nance website NeidWb lletcom. 

Associated Press 


By UZ WESTON 
Nerd wallet 
Associated Press 

You won't pay for health 
care in retirement with one 
lump sum. lhat's the way 
these expenses are often 
presented, though, and 
the a mounts a re terrifying. 
Fidelity Investments, for ex¬ 
ample, says a couple retir¬ 
ing in 2019 at age 65 will 
need $285,000 for health 
expenses, not including 
nursing home orotherlong- 
term care. "The Employee 
Benefits Research Institute 
says some couples could 
need up to $400,000 — 
again, not including long¬ 
term care. The Center for 
Retirement Research at 
Boston College hasn't up¬ 
dated its figures recently, 
but back in 2010 estimat¬ 
ed a typical couple could 
spend $260,000 for medic a I 
and long-term care, with 
a 5% risk that costs will ex¬ 
ceed $570,000. 

No wonder 45% of people 
in their 50s and early 60s 
have little or no confidence 
that they'll be able to af¬ 
ford their health care costs 
once they retire, according 
to a survey by the University 
of Michigan. 

MEDICAL COSTS MAY BE 
MORE PREDICTABLE THAN 
YOU THINK 


The approach of present¬ 
ing people with a huge, 
perhaps unattainable, 
figure has long bothered 
Jean Young, senior re¬ 
search associate with the 
Vanguard Center for Inves¬ 
tor Re search. 

'The thing is, it's not helpful, 
it's not actionable, it's not 
relatable,"Young says. 

You also may need six 


figures to cover food, or 
transportation, or shelter 
in a typical retirement. But 
these are costs you pay 
over time — just like you'll 
pay forhealth care. 

Young and other Van¬ 
guard researchers part¬ 
nered with actuaries at 
MercerHealth and Benefits 
consulting firm to create a 
proprietary model based 


on what retired people 
actually spend on health 
care. What they found was 
that medical costs tend to 
be in certain ranges, based 
on a handful of factors: 

— Where you live 

— Your health 

— Your pa rents' hea Ith 

— Whetheryou buy supple- 
mental coverage 

— Yourincome 


Higher-income people 
pay larger premiums for 
certain parts of Medicare. 
Some premiums also vary 
by location, as do medical 
costs in general. How much 
health care you'll consume 
is greatly influenced by 
how healthy you are when 
entering retirement, and,to 
some extent, your genes 
'The actuaries know that 
the health status of your 
pa rents tends to passgen- 
erationally,"Young says 
A TYPICAL RANGE $4,900 
TO $6,000 

Here's the number the re¬ 
searchers came up with: 
$5,200. That's the median 
amount a typical 65-year- 
old woman could expect 
to spend annually for pre¬ 
miums and out-of-pocket 
medical, dental and vision 
costs in 2018. (Median is the 
point where half pay more 
and half pay less. The study 
used women because they 
have slightly higher long¬ 
term costs, but the gender 
difference is a bout 2%) 
That assumes the woman 
lives in a medium-cost 
area, is at medium risk for 
health care costs (she ei- 
thersmokesorhasa chron¬ 
ic medical condition or 
two) and buys supplemen¬ 
tal Plan F, the most popular 
Medigap policy. □ 


Asian sloe Is tail US rise on US Mexico trade deal optimism 



Visitoislake photos of a statue of a bull along a shopping street 
in Beijing, Riday, J une 7, 2019. Asian shares were mostly higher 
Friday on investor optimism about a possible trade deal be¬ 
tween the U.S, and Mexico before tariffs take effect 

Associated Press 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Asia n sha res 
were mostly higher Friday 
on investor optimism about 
a possible trade deal be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Mexico 
before tariffs take effect. 
Japan's Nikkei 225 gained 
0.5% to 20,884.71, while 
Australia's S&P/ASX 200 
rose nearly 1.0%to 6,443.90. 
South Korea'sKospi fell 0.2% 
to 2,066.03. Chinese mar¬ 
kets were closed fora holi¬ 
day. 

A modest Wall Street rally 
gained strength in the final 
houroftrading afterBloom- 
beng reported that the U.S. 
was considering delaying a 
5% ta riff on Mexican goods, 
set to go into effect on 
Monday. The report came 
as the two countries held a 
second day of trade talks 
The S&P 500 index gained 


17.34 points, or 0.6% to 
2,843.49. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average rose 
181.09 points, or 0.7% to 
25,720.66. It briefly climbed 
260 points 

The Nasdaq composite re¬ 
versed an early slide, add¬ 
ing 40.08 points, or 0.5% to 
7,615.55. The Russell 2000 
index of smaller compa- 
niesdropped 3.25 points, or 
0.2% to 1,503.54. 

President Donald Trump 
said he'll make a decision 
about ramping up tariffs 
on China after he speaks 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping this month during 
the G-20 meeting in J a pan, 
which bringstogetherlead- 
ers of developed and de¬ 
veloping countries. 

Trump ordered tariffs of up 
to 25% on hundreds of bil¬ 
lions of dollars' worth of 
Chinese exports and his 


administration is preparing 
to extend them to $300 bil¬ 
lion more — almost a II items 
shipped to the U.S. from 
China. China has recipro¬ 
cated with tariffs of its own, 
among other measures. 

The trade dispute with Mex¬ 
ico and China threatens to 
stifle economic growth in 
the U.S. and globally. Un¬ 
certainty surrounding the 
trade negotiations has sent 
many traders fleeing to saf¬ 
er investments, like bonds 
and gold. 

Investors a re also watching 
the U.S. jobs data due later 
in the day forsignsof where 
the economy isgoing. 

"Asia markets look set to 
trail afterthe U.S. with mod¬ 
erate gains as worries on 
trade tuned a notch lower 
through the Thursday ses¬ 
sion. The attention, mean¬ 
while, is mostly focused 


upon Friday's U.S. labor 
market update," said J ingyi 
Pan, market strategist at IG 
in Singapore. 

ENERGY: 

Benchmark U.S. crude 
gained 66centsto $53.25a 
barrel. Brent crude oil, the 


international standard, rose 
79centsto $62.46a barrel. 

CURRENCIES: 

The dollar rose to 108.44 
Japanese yen from 108.22 
yen on Thursday. The euro 
strengthened to $1.1266 
from $1.12310 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Source of quick 
cash 
4 Caffe 

Starbucks order 
9 Where goatherds 
yodel 
13 Fanny 

15 Singer_Lavigne 

16 “Old King 

17 Lose color 

18 Passed out cards 

19 Bit of evidence 

20 Geometric figure 

22 Shade trees 

23 Flat caps 

24 Tear 

26 Regal seat 
29 Hewlett-Packard 
machines 

34 At all_; anytime 

day or night 

35 Get an “F” 

36 Battery size 

37 Up in irate 

38 Part of a fork 

39 End-of-the-work- 
week cry 

40 Wedding words 

41 Tries to lose 

42 One of the vital 
signs 

43 Vipers 

45 Occupation 

46 On one’s 
independent 

47 Make fun of 

48 E’s followers 
51 Diwy up 

56 Gehrig & Ferrigno 

57 Punctuation mark 

58 Highly self- 
satisfied 

60 Suffix for adapt or 
avoid 

61 Not tight 

62 Conceal 

63 Feral 

64 Parent or 
grandparent 

65 Israel’s _ Aviv 

DOWN 

1 Cry from Annie’s 
dog 

2 Eye secretion 



48 

49 

50 


56 




60 




63 





Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


3 Created 

4 Strasbourg 
senora 

5 Kilns 

6 Rugged cliff 

7 ‘The Fool on the 

Beatles song 

8 Modifying 

9 Agree to take 

10 Lounge about 

11 Small fruit 

12 Beholds 

14 Men of the cloth 
21 Sunbathes 

25 Cuttlefish 
secretion 

26 Bangkok folks 

27 Teeming crowd 

28 Bit of gossip 

29 Cemetery 
divisions 

30 Gallops 

31 Bird of prey 

32 Lift up 

33 TV’s Morley 
35 Guitar ridge 

38 Highest point 

39 Language heard 
in Ankara 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
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soft 


41 Mountain 
drink 

42 Treaty 

44 Self-confident 

45 Just around the 

imminent 

47 Antlered 
animal 

48 Defect 


49 Mongolian desert 

50 Ship’s frame 

52 Combine, as 
funds 

53 Walk with heavy 
steps 

54 Leave out 

55 Unclothed 
59 Vaseline, e.g. 
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Albinism pageant in 
Zimbabwe joyfully breaks 
down prejudice 


By FARAI MU1SAKA 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 

Ayanda Sibanda, a model 
with albinism, has invari¬ 
ably been called "yellow" 
or "white" by friends and 
even some relatives. But 
she hardly recalls anyone 
referring to her by her ac¬ 
tual race. 

"I am black, that's what I 
thought, but then I am al¬ 
ways made to feel other¬ 
wise," said the 18-year old 
who was crowned Miss Al¬ 
binism Zimbabwe on Friday 
nig ht. 

At the pageant, competi¬ 
tors and organizers spoke 
frankly about color and 
prejudice. 

About 70,000 of Zimba¬ 
bwe's estimated 16 million 
people are bom with albi¬ 
nism, according to govern¬ 
ment figures. They often 
stand out, making them a 
subject at times of discrimi¬ 
nation, ridicule and dan¬ 
gerously misguided beliefs 
'Some have superstitions 
that we can bring luck 
or cure HIV," said Brenda 
Mudzimu, organizer of the 
pageant, one of a growing 
number of such events in 
Africa . 

In nearby Malawi and Tan¬ 
zania, albinos are some¬ 
times killed for their body 
parts for use in witchcraft. 
No such killings have been 
recorded in Zimbabwe. But 
people with albinism say 


life is still tough. 

Ihe Mr. and Miss Albinism 
Zimbabwe competition, 
now in its second year, is a 
chance to push back. 

"I want it to be normal for 
an albino girl to achieve 
without it being a newspa- 
perheadline,"Ayanda told 
The Associated Press. 'They 
never say a black girl won 
Miss Zimbabwe. But if Iwere 
to win it, they would all say 
an albino girl won." 

Friday night's crown was 
her second in just weeks. 
Last month she was 
crowned second princess 
of Miss Teen Zimbabwe. "It 
was open to every race," 
she said. But she said she 
hasbeentold she lost some 
other pageants only be¬ 
cause of heralbinism. 

She and others, including 
university students and a 
nurse, strutted down the 
tiny runway Friday night 
to Ed Sheeran's hit song 
"Perfect," posed forjudges 
and answered questions to 
cheers from the crowd. 

The loudest cheerswere for 
the male models, compet¬ 
ing for the first time. 
"MyGod, he issuch a hunk," 
shouted one woman in the 
crowd. 'This is what I call a 
real man," yelled another 
as the eventual winner of 
Mr. Albinism, Edson Mamb- 
inge, a 21-year-old fitness 
trainer, strolled by. 

"When I am modelling, al¬ 
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Ayanda Sibanda, centre, smiles, aflerbeing crowned Miss Albi¬ 
nism Zimbabwe 2019 atan albino pageant held in Harare, early 
Saturday, May 25, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


binism is not my peculiarity. 
My fitness is," Mambinge 
said.Q 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


COLD Soistmi 

2 B Ocean front S 14 k 
2 B Oceanside $8500 
GVS 6 k OVS 7 k 

3 BEDROOMS 12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 B Oeeanfroni S 25 k 
Oceanside SI 6 k 
Ocean view SI 5 k 
3 BEDROOM $ 25 k 
•WK. 51 GVS 39 k 
♦WEC 52 OV$ 46 k 
* Weeks 7 md 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 
2 B Ocean front Si 4 k 
2 BOV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

1 B Ocean front $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2 B Ocean front $ 24 k 
IBOVSIOk 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

I,a Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322Bt and 
4I2BC $6500 each wk 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Play a Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the#! 

Rental Ti mesh are 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners* Contact ns to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
properly. 

Contact: 

j ulicfatoncicrgc really, com 

188-188-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

w vvw.co nc ie r« or e a Ity. eo in 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4508 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
Al Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



June 12 

Monarch 

June 18 


Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Sc hoolsrec kon with soc ial stress: 'I'm on my phone so muc h' 



In this Match 13,2014, file photo, Hartselle High School students Lissa Blagbumand Biantlee Wight 
use an iPhone asthey work on a networked lesson in Spanish class in Hartselle, Ala. 

Associated Press 


BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — High 
school biology teacher 
Kelly Chavis knew smart¬ 
phones were a distraction 
in her class. But not even 
her students realized the 
psychological toll of their 
devices until an in-class ex¬ 
periment that, of course, 
was then spreading on so¬ 
cial media. 

For one class period, stu¬ 
dents used a whiteboard 
to tally, in real time, every 
Snapchat, Instag ram, text, 
call or other notification 
that popped up. Students 
were told not to respond to 
avoid generating replies ... 
and further notifications 
Teachersaround the coun¬ 
try have run similar experi¬ 
ments, typically recording 
dozensoftripsto the board. 
'One girl, just during the 
one hour, got close to 150 
Snapchat notifications. 
150!" marveled Chavis, 
who teaches honors-level 
coursesat Rock Hill Schools 
in South Carolina. 

She's among a growing 
number of teachers, par¬ 
ents, medical profession¬ 
als and researchers con¬ 
vinced that smartphones 
are now playing a major 
role in accelerating student 
anxiety — a trend so perva¬ 
sive that a National Educa¬ 
tion Association newsletter 
labelled anxiety a "mental 
health tsunami." 

Testing, extra curricular- 
packed schedules, and 
perpetual stressors like pov¬ 
erty can all weigh on stu¬ 
dents. But research now 
points to sma rtphones-driv¬ 
en social media as one of 
the biggest drivers of stress. 
After all, that's where col¬ 
lege acceptance letters fill 
Instag ram, everyone knows 
where everyone else is go¬ 
ing for spring break, and 
athletic failures and awk¬ 
ward social moments can 
live forever. 

Jean Twenge, a psychol¬ 


ogy professor at San Diego 
State who has studied the 
issue, said it's no coinci¬ 
dence that youth mental 
health issues have risen 
with the numberof phones. 
"What a lot of teens told 
me isthatsocial media and 
their phones feel manda¬ 
tory," she said, leading to 
a lossof sleep and face-to- 
face interactionsnecessary 
for their mental well-being. 
Last year, an editorial in 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics' flagship journal 
recommended that doc¬ 
tors ask adolescent pa- 
tientsabouttheirsocial me¬ 
dia use as part of routine 
screening, alongside older 
questions about home life 
and drug and sexual ac¬ 
tivity. "Aberrant and/or 
excessive social media us¬ 
age may contribute to the 
development of mental 
health disturbance in at- 
risk teenagers, such as feel¬ 
ings of isolation, depressive 
symptoms, and anxiety," 
three researchers wrote in 
the journal Pediatrics. 


Researchers are still argu¬ 
ing whether phones drive 
student depression or de¬ 
pression drives phone use. 
But 70 percent of teens 
view anxiety and depres¬ 
sion as major problems 
among their peers , ac¬ 
cording to a February Pew 
Research Center report. 
Nearly 60 percent of par¬ 
ents said they worry about 
the influence of social me¬ 
dia on theirchild's physical 
and mental health in the 
American Psychological 
Association's 2017 Stress in 
America survey. 

Schools are starting to re¬ 
act. Many districts now hire 
outside companiesto mon¬ 
itor students' social media 
p o sting s fo r sig ns of d istre ss. 
Others invite in yoga in¬ 
structors and comfort dogs 
to teach even the young¬ 
est kids to keep technol¬ 
ogy from putting them on 
edge. 

Belfast Area High School 
in Maine even staged an 
#unplugged event day 
in April — but it served to 
underline the technology's 
pull when less than 20 per¬ 
cent of students and staff 
took part. 

Meanwhile, students and 
parents are filling school 
auditoriums for screenings 
of documentaries such as 
"LIKE " and "Angst ," which 
explore social media, tech¬ 
nology and anxiety. Move¬ 
mentslike Awayforthe Day 


and Wait Until 8th discour¬ 
age cellphones in middle 
school. 

When she first got a smart¬ 
phone around seventh 
grade, all the posting, mes¬ 
saging and liking pushed 
Nia Coates' anxiety level to 
"probably a 10," she said. 
Now a high school junior, 
the Buffalo, New York, teen 
hasfigured out to manage 
the distractions 
She'll completely log out of 
her Snapchat, Instagram 
and Twitter, and some¬ 
times will delete an app 
altogether for a while. 'The 
older I've gotten, the more 
I realize it doesn't really 
matter so it's not as stress¬ 
ful," Coates said, recalling 
how in the past she'd post 
something only to delete it 
to avoid being judged. 
Anxiety has taken over as 
the most significant obsta¬ 
cle to learning among Chris 
Doyle's high school students 
at Avon Old Farms School 
in Connecticut. Some rack 
up absencesbecause they 
feel overwhelmed by the 
day ahead, Doyle said. 
A teacher for 30 years, 
he has seen a profound 
shift toward constant self- 
evaluation that he asso¬ 
ciates with social media, 
YouTube, and even school 
grade portals sometimes 
checked dozens of times a 
day— things students have 
never before had to man¬ 
age. 


'That kind of awareness of 
other people's lives, even 
maybe what used to be 
considered other people's 
private lives, is kind of hyper 
rig ht now," Doyle sa id. "And 
I don't think that usually 
leaves most people feeling 
good, because nobody's 
perfect and most kids feel 
very imperfect." 

But putting the genie back 
in the bottle isn't easy. In 
Illinois, Glenbrook High 
Schools District 225 experi¬ 
mented with limiting teens' 
access to theirgradeson a 
digital portal. But for every 
student who said the grade 
book caused them anxi¬ 
ety, there wasanotherwho 
said losing regular access 
created even more stress, 
said instructional innova¬ 
tion director Ryan Bretag. 
Some students simply ap- 
pearoverwhelmed by non¬ 
stop social-media notifica- 
tionsduring the school day. 
"It becomes an anxiety — 
'well, if I don't answer them 
back right now I'm missing 
something,"'said Troy, Mis¬ 
souri, high school teacher 
Elizabeth Utterback. Fresh¬ 
men are particularly sus¬ 
ceptible, she said. Herown 
class tallying experiment 
netted 80 notifications 
among 20 students in less 
than 30 minutes. 

"I definitely feel stress with 
online profiles, social me¬ 
dia, to keep up, maintain 
my profiles and stuff," said 
Emily Mogavero, a 17-year- 
old student in Buffalo, New 
York. "It kind of worries me 
that I'm on my phone so 
much." Mogavero said she 
sometimes puts her phone 
out of reach or powers it 
down so she doesn't hear 
notifications. 

Teaching limits at an ear¬ 
lier age might help. Deir- 
dre Birmingham of Mont¬ 
clair, New Jersey, signed 
onto a campaign called 
'Wait Until Eighth" because 
she didn't think her video 
game-loving 10-year-old 
son was ready to manage 
a smartphone's pull. 

The idea, which got its start 
inTexastwo yearsago, isto 
lessen the peer pressure of 
being the only kid without a 
phone by enlisting parents 
of classmates to agree to 
hold off until at least eighth 
grade. O 
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'last Black Man in San Francisco 1 a soulful lament 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

'The Last Black Man in San 
Francisco " is deeply, even 
spiritually, connected to 
its home city, but Joe Tal¬ 
bot's film resides in such a 
dreamy, plaintive register 
that it feels like a broader 
lament for the displaced. 
It's an unrequited love story 
for an out-of-reach Ameri¬ 
ca. 

Jimmie Fails (the ac¬ 
tor shares his character's 


name) is a nursing-home 
attendant who pines for 
the house he grew up in: a 
gorgeous, ornately deco¬ 
rated Victorian in the Fill¬ 
more district. Once a bas¬ 
tion of African American 
culture, the "Harlem of the 
West," the neighborhood is 
now high-priced and gen- 
trified. Jimmie's old home, 
which he maintains his 
grandfather built, would 
run him $4 million. But just 
because the house is inac- 
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THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES 
ON TOUR MOBILE DEVICE 
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This photo provided by A24 shows Danny Glover, left; stoning as Grandpa Allen and Jonathan 
Majois, right; as Montgomery Allen in 'The Last Black Man in San Francisco", an A24 release. 

Associated Press 


cessible to J immie, doesn't 
mean he doesn't still love 
it. He and his friend, Mont¬ 
gomery (Jonathan Ma¬ 
jors), a playwright and artist 
who works at a fish market, 
sneakbackto touch up the 
painting and check on the 
plants. These peculiar acts 
of devotion long ago grew 
tiresome for the current 
residents, a white couple 
who peltj immie and Mont 
with groceries. When they 
later move, J immie sees an 
opportunity to reclaim his 
childhood home, and with 
it, his family and his city. 


That's only the framework 
to 'The Last Black Man in 
San Francisco," which Tal¬ 
bot, a fifth-generation San 
Franciscan, wrote with Rob 
Richert from a story co¬ 
authored by Fails. It's as 
much a meditation a sit is a 
movie, one that's evidently 
been welling up inside Tal¬ 
bot (making his feature film 
directing debut) and Fails 
since they were teens. 

The well-documented de¬ 
mographic changesofthe 
Bay Area have been fod¬ 
der for movies before. But 
where last year's "Blindspot- 


ting" was raw and electric 
with ripped-from-the-head- 
lines urgency, 'The Last 
Black Man in San Francis¬ 
co" is pensive and poetic, 
verging almost on magical 
realism. It's a beautiful film, 
sometime almost too much 
so. But it's also aware of its 
own sentimentality, and 
achieves its most stirring 
crescendoswhen it turns in¬ 
ward, questioning Jimmie's 
nostalgia. This is an intense¬ 
ly melancholy movie that 
digs deep into the passions 
and paradoxesofa vanish¬ 
ing black AmericaO 


Beach Boys' Brian Wilson delays 
tour over mental health 



In a Aug. 20, 2016 file photo, Brian Wilson performs at Hmwood 
Park Amphitheater in Roanoke, Va. 

Associated Ftess 


LOS ANGEI£S(AP) —Beach cems 
Boys singer Brian Wilson has Wilson, 76, said in a state- 
postponed his J une tour mentThursdaythat he post- 
over mental health con- poned the Pet Sounds and 


Greatest Hits Live tour after 
a recent surgery caused 
him to feel "mentally inse¬ 
cure." 

The singer says he's dealt 
with mental illness for de- 
cadesand it'sbecome "un¬ 
bearable" at times. He had 
three successful surger¬ 
ies on his back in the past 
year, but the latest one 
made him feel "strange" 
and turned "pretty scary." 
Wilson says he was record¬ 
ing and rehearsing with 
the intentions of touring. 
But his mental health issues 
returned, and he says he 
struggled with "stuff in my 
head and saying things 
I don't mean and I don't 
know why." 

Wilson plans to work with his 
doctors,restand recover.Q 
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J ulia Roberts, Spike Lee toast Denzel Washington at event 



Actor Denzel Washington addresses the audience during the 47th AH Life Achievement Awaid 
ceremony honoring him atthe Dolby Theatre, Thursday, J une 6, 2019, in Los Angeles 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated FYess 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Den¬ 
zel Washington was the 
man of the hour Thursday 
night with everyone from 
Julia Roberts to Spike Lee 
turning out to celebrate 
him as this year's recipient 
of the AFI Life Achievement 
Award. But when he finally 
took the stage to accept 
the honorhe did something 
unexpected: At his own 
award ceremony, Wash¬ 
ington turned the spotlight 
away from himself and 
gave his wife of 40 years, 
Pauletta Washington, her 
own standing ovation. 

The crowd of multigenera- 
tional Hollywood A-listers, 
from Michael B.J ordan and 
Mahershala Alito Cicely Ty¬ 
son and Morgan Freeman, 
readily obliged. 

"I would not be alive with¬ 
out Pauletta Washington," 
Washington said. "Iwouldn't 
survive." 

It's a difficult task to have 
a moment stand out in an 
evening that included a 
surprise Beyonce appear¬ 
ance (there briefly to pres¬ 
ent an honor to director 
Melina Matsoukas) and an 
earth shattering rendition 
of Sam Cooke's "A Change 
is Gonna Come" by Jen¬ 
nifer Hudson that brought 


Washington to his feet, but 
he managed to do it. 

As Roberts, Tyson and oth- 
ersattested throughout the 
evening, two-time Acad¬ 
emy Award-winner Den¬ 
zel Washington is a family 
man first. Seated alongside 
Pauletta Washington, his 
son Malcolm Washington, 
Lee, Tyson and directors 
Carl Franklin and Ed 2/vick, 
the 64-year-old was for two 


hours taken on an emo¬ 
tional tour through his sto¬ 
ried career in Hollywood 
— from eager newcomer 
to movie star to acclaimed 
director — by those who 
were by his side. 

'We're all here because we 
love Denzel,"said Lee, who 
has directed Washington 
in four movies ("Mo 1 Bet¬ 
ter Blues," "He Got Game," 
"Malcolm X" and "Inside 


Man"). "Denzel represents 
our black manhood." 

Lee, the final speaker of 
the evening, likened Wash¬ 
ington to other 'G.O.A.Ts" 
(greatest of a II time) like Mi¬ 
chael Jordan, Ella Fitzger¬ 
ald and Miles Davis. 

'That's the rarefied air that 
Denzel Washington lives 
and breathes in," Lee said. 
Lee also said that, although 
he might be biased, "Mal¬ 


colm X is the greatest per¬ 
formance ever committed 
to celluloid." 

And others were just as ef¬ 
fusive. Roberts recalled 
that working with him on 
'The Pelican Brief" was like 
"working with the Beatles." 
He is, as Jamie Foxx put it, 
"someone who is just bet¬ 
ter than everybody else ... 
when itcomesto acting!" 
"Even Leonardo DiCaprio is 
like, 'lam really frightened 
of Denzel,"'Foxx added. 

The American Film Institute 
brought out a host of the 
next generation's brightest 
talents to talk about Wash¬ 
ington's impact on them, 
too. 

"Mr. Washington's arrival 
was a seismic moment for 
my generation. You paved 
the way," Ali said. 'Your in¬ 
fluence, your reach tran¬ 
scends race without ever 
denying it." 

Michael B. Jordan said he 
was inspired by the story 
that while filming 'Glory," 
Washington kept wearing 
his fake scars in a scene 
where he had his shirt on. 
Jordan employed the 
same technique for his 
"Black Pa nther" character. 
Chadwick Boseman even 
went so farasto say, 'There 
is no 'Bla c k Pa nthe r* w itho ut 
Denzel Washington.'□ 


The cast of Broadway's 'Ain't "loo Ftoud' very proud of show 



This image released by DKC O&M Co. shows from left to right; 
Ephraim Sykes, Jawan M. Jackson, Jeremy Pope, Derrick Baskin 
and J ames Harkness in a scene from "Ain'tTbo Proud — The life 
and Times of the Temptations." 

Associated Press 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEWYORK(AP) — ForJ ere- 
my Pope, the idea of play¬ 
ing one of The Temptations 
wasa daunting proposition. 
Thankfully, he gotsome ad¬ 
vice and help from an origi¬ 
nal Temptation. 

During rehearsals for the 
jukebox musical "Ain't Too 
Proud — The Life and Times 
of the Temptations," Otis 
Williams, the last original 
member, arrived to give his 
support. 

"He just gave me the big¬ 
gest hug and he said, 'You 
got it. You got it.' And he 
invited us to his hotel room, 
and we sat there for I think 
five hours and we just, he 
just told stories and talked," 
Pope said. 

While doing his research, 
which included listening to 
the band's entire catalog 


and speaking to civil rights 
activist U.S. Rep. J ohn Lew¬ 
is, Pope made an impor¬ 
tant connection. 

"I think one thing that I pay 
attention to now listening 


to the music is you can 
hear the struggle and the 
pain behind their voices 
and why they're singing 
the songsthe way they are 
singing. And if you go back 


to a marker and go, what 
was happening in that 
year? You'll go, 'Oh, civil 
rights Oh, segregation.'" 
"Ain't Too Proud," which 
goes into Sunday's Tony 
Awards with 12 nomina¬ 
tions, charts the rise, sacri¬ 
fices and challenges fac¬ 
ing the 1960s group that 
sang "Baby Love" and "My 
Girl." Audiences have not¬ 
ed its echoes with Black 
LivesMatterand racialten- 
sionstoday. 

Pope, who plays group 
member Eddie Kendricks, 
marvelsatthe factthatThe 
Temptations were becom¬ 
ing icons "in a time where 
they were unsure of their 
own safety." 

For actor Ephraim Sykes, 
who plays David Ruffin, 
the reaction has also been 
deeply personal. One au¬ 
dience member came up 


after a show to tell Sykes 
that he would play "My 
Girf'when hisdaughterwas 
bom. 

'This man cried in front of 
me, thinking about how 
much that song meant to 
him and that we brought it 
back for him in a real way," 
Sykes sa id. 

Ruffin's grandson thanked 
the actors for teaching au¬ 
diences "not just the Temp¬ 
tations' story but the story of 
ourcountry." 

Working on the show, Der¬ 
rick Baskin, who plays Wil¬ 
liams, learned the many 
stories behind the beautiful 
notes 

"Knowing their stories more 
it helps us to actually ap¬ 
preciate what they put into 
the music spiritually and 
emotionally that I think au¬ 
diences actually gravitate 
towa rd," Ba skin sa id .□ 
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Canie Underwood winsatCMTAwaids»lanya Tuc kerperfbrms 



Canie Underwood arrives atthe C MTMusic A wards on Wednesday, J une 5,2019, atthe Bridgestone 
Arena in Nashville, Ifenn. 

Associated Press 


By MESHN FEKADU 

Carrie Underwood extend¬ 
ed herrunasthe mostdec- 
orated act in the history of 
the C MTMusic Awards with 
her 20th win Wednesday 
nig ht. 

Underwood won two prizes 
at the fan-voted show, in¬ 
cluding video of the year 
for 'Cry Pretty" and female 
video of the year for "Love 
Wins." 

"Fans, thank you so much. 

I saw you guys doing the 
Twitter parties and getting 
together and doing your 
thing and voting,"she said. 
"None of us would be able 
to do any of what we do if 
not for you guys. You guys 
put us here. You guys keep 
us going. You guys let us 
live outourdreams" 

When she won the first 
televised award of the 
night, Underwood ac¬ 
knowledged her husband's 
birthday (she is married to 
former hockey player Mike 
Fisher, who sat in the audi¬ 
ence). 

"It is my husband's birthday 
today — look what they 


got you," she said. 

The Grammy-w inning 
country star a Iso performed 
at the show honoring the 
year's best country music 
videos, which took place 
atthe Bridgestone Arena in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
"Thomas Rhett, Uttle Big 


Town and Trombone Shorty 
kicked off the event with 
a performance of "Don't 
"Threaten Me With a Good 
"Time." More collaborative 
performances followed: 
Brett Young sang "Here To- 
night"with Boyzll Men, even 
blending in some of the R&B 


group's 'Water Runs Dry" 
for the performance. Sh¬ 
eryl Crow and Maren Morris 
teamed up onstage, while 
Tanya Tucker— whose new 
album will be produced by 
BrandiCarlile — sang "Delta 
Dawn" with the Grammy- 
winning Americana singer, 


Martina McBride, Trisha 
Yearwood, Lauren Alaina 
and more acts. 

Uttle Big Town, who also 
performed and returned 
fora second year as hosts 
of the show, talked about 
the lack of female singers 
on country radio ahead 
of the strong female per¬ 
formance. On this week's 
Billboard country airplay 
c ha rt — whic h tra c ks ra d io 
airplay — only 10 of the 60 
slots belong to women or 
songsco-staning a woman. 
"Back in December it was 
even worse — there were 
none," Uttle Big Town's Kar¬ 
en Fairchild said. "Here's 
my question, ladies in the 
house: 'What do we have 
to do to get some airplay 
around here?"' 

Uttle Big Town told jokes at 
the top of the show and 
even sang some of 'Did 
Town Road," the No. 1 
country-rap hit from new¬ 
comer Ul Nas X that was 
booted from the Billboard 
country songs chart when 
the tune was deemed not 
country enoughO 


With posthumous release, Avic ii goes out on top 



In this Aug. 30,2013, file photo, Swedish Dj, temixerand record producer Avic ii poses for a portrait 
in New York. 

Associated Ftess 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Avicii, ,r TlM"(Universal) 

"The first words from the first 
single of Avic ii's la testa Ibum 
are a gut-punch: 'Can you 
hear me? SOS." Not long 
after he wrote the lyric, the 
Swedish DJ-producer was 
dead. "The hardest part is 
that his posthumous a Ibum, 
,r TlM," is a farewell wave 
from an artist who clearly 
wasatthe top of hisgame. 
Avicii, whose real name 
was "Tim Berg ling, died in 
Oman last year at 28. He 
left behind a dozen excel¬ 
lent songs that show he 
had grown into a pop mu¬ 
sic powerhouse, attracting 
the likes of Imagine Drag¬ 
ons and Coldplay's Chris 
Martin as guests. 

Days before leaving for 
Oman, he sent new music 
to his team, outlining what 
songs he wanted on his 
forthcoming album. No two 
are the same. 

He explores Indian sounds 
('Tough Love"), hip-hop and 
glam ("Excuse Me Mr Sir"), 


does a little Troye Sivan- 
like fra nk intima c y ("Frea k"), 
uses blissed-out harmo¬ 
nies ("Peace of Mind") and 
tropical vibes ("Bad Repu¬ 
tation"). Joe Janiak offers 
vocals on two tracks, Bonn 
on another pair and the 


Swedish production team 
Vargas & Lagola collabo¬ 
rated on three songs. 

Avicii adds ominous strings 
with Imagine Dragons to 
create the near-operatic 
"Heart Upon My Sleeve." His 
collaboration with Martin 


on "Heaven" may remind 
you of the Coldplay man's 
work on the smash hit 
'Something Uke "This" with 
"The C ha insmokers. It may 
even be better. 

,r TlM" is the culmination of 
Avicii's song-based flair 


that incorporates elements 
outside EDM. Unlike other 
DJ s, his songs aren't rushed. 
He lets them breathe. "The 
predictable tricks his rivals 
use are absent here. "The 
songsfeel organic, not pro¬ 
cessed. Lyrically, it's tempt¬ 
ing to find darkness and, 
sure, it's there. 'Can I get a 
little peace?" go the lyrics 
on one song. "Down upon 
my knees," go another. "I 
still feel broken." 

But ,r TlM" is actually optimis¬ 
tic in tone. "All the breath in 
your lungsds stronger than 
the tears in your eyes," the 
lyrics go on "Hold the Une." 
And despite fighting with 
a lover in 'Tough Love," 
it concludes: 'There's no 
place I'd rather be than in 
your a nos." 

Even "SOS"—which reunites 
Avicii with Aloe Blacc, who 
sang on Avicii's biggest hit, 
2013's"Wake Me Up" — has 
hope: "I can feel your love 
pulling me up from the un¬ 
derground." There is the 
powerof love all over'TIM." 
Let that be hislegacy.Q 
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